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To demonstrate the government’s seriousness in heritage protection, Tsang said,
the government rolled out a string of measures to reflect the importance of
“progressive development” envisioned in his last two policy addresses.

However, he recognised that there was a time in the past when Hong Kong
focused largely on massive infrastructure projects when heritage protection was
given little attention.

“For decades we had erected buildings, roads, bridges, tunnels as fast as we
could. By and large, this was the right thing for Hong Kong at that time... But
there comes a time... when people must stop and ask: ‘have we gone too
far?"”

He concluded the government’s new approach in the protection of historic
buildings with four Ps: Policy, Partnership, Pragmatism and Passion.

With new initiatives including the introduction of Heritage Impact Assessment in
early 2008 and the Revitalising Historic Building Through Partnership Scheme, as
well as the setting up of the Commissioner for Heritage Office, just to name a
few, Tsang said the heritage team under the Secretary for Development, Carrie
Lam, had already achieved quite a lot in the past 18 months.

Looking ahead, Tsang spoke about the exciting revitalisation plan for the Central
Police Station Compound which the Hong Kong Jockey Club is to embark on,
and plans to protect the original site of the Central School on Hollywood Road
for creative and educational use.

Heritage protection, the Chief Executive revealed, had a very special place in his
heart.

“This is my home. This is where | grew up. It is my personal mission to ensure
we protect and lovingly restore and re-use our built heritage for generations to
come,” he said.
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Haw Par Mansion to be
revitalised through public
tender

If you had ever visited Tiger Balm Garden, you may have faint
memories of the opulent mansion next door. However, chances are
you were never been able to set foot inside.

Your chance may be realised in the not so distant future.

The Development Bureau has recently proposed in a paper
submitted to the Legislative Council (LegCo) the launching
of a public tender exercise to revitalise Haw Par Mansion for
commercial uses.

To enhance the attractiveness of the project, Government is
considering various options to take forward the project. One
such option would be to finance what may be regarded as basic
upgrading and renovation works such as disabled access, repairs
of building and conservation works and the strengthening of
retaining walls, leaving the future operator of the site to fork the
bill for more cosmetic and decorative renovations.

Government believes this is a reasonable approach given that
such expenses would be incurred in any case even if the building
was to be used by Government itself.

Should this model be adopted, it is estimated that Government
would need to inject an initial investment of up to $45 million,
which will be reimbursed to the operator when the works are
completed to a pre-determined schedule.

The mansion, dating back to the 1930s, has been vacant since
2001 when the house was surrendered to the government.
Architecturally, the mansion is a blend of Western and Chinese
construction methods andis considered to be of Chinese Renaissance
style. It comes with a private garden with Chinese-style pavilions.
Experts pointed out that the house has undergone few changes
over the years and retains much of its original appearance. The
structure is currently a Grade Il Historic Building but has recently
been proposed by the Antiquties Advisory Board to be upgraded
to Grade | status.

Although Government has set no limit on
the possible use of the building, some of
the ideas which have floated around include
boutique hotel, art gallery, wedding venue
and wine centre.

LegCo members have been invited to air
their views before a decision is made on
the way forward. However, Government

hopes to launch the tender as early as thej

end of the year.f
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A school on Hill Road in the Western District
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Former Central Magistracy
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A fortune-teller stall on Tik Loong Lane in Wan

Chai. Tik Loong Lane is now part of Wu Chong
Building on Queen’s Road East.
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This building on Caine
Road was originally built
as residences for senior
police officers, and dated
from around 1920. For
a few years prior to its
demolition in the 1970s, it
was used by the University
of Hong Kong for its newly
established  Department
of Law.
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CPS puts on a show of old K @B B
The doorway of a female

phOtOS fortune teller's booth in

Possession Point.

A collection of over 160 photographs of old Central, Sheung Wan
and Wan Chai will be on show in a special historic setting starting
on September 12 (Saturday).

The Commissioner for Heritage's Office (CHO) will jointly hold  The works captured a built environment
the heritage photo exhibition, “Faces and Places”, with the Royal and way of life that have passed into
Asiatic Society (RAS) at the Central Police Station (CPS). memory. These photographs pay homage to what was and is
unique, beautiful, typical, quirky and ordinary both in terms of its
The works, some of them on show for the first time ever, are  built environment and its residents.
the outcome of a photographic survey initiated by RAS in
1974, covering the Western District, Mid-Levels and Wan Chai.  The exhibition is one in a series of events organised by CHO in
The extensive exercise, lasting four years, aimed to record the partnership with local heritage groups. It opens on September 11
architecture, activitiesand common scenes at that time, all of which  and will run until October 14 at the Central Police Station. Opens
were rapidly disappearing. The photographers, all volunteers, daily 10am-7pm. For more information, please call 2848 6230.
came from both RAS and the South
China Athletic Association Camera
Club.

“These things were familiar to
those who lived there at that time
but would not necessarily have

. : BE B
been seen as significant because of gfﬂ;ﬁi Sp"ike, Language
their very familiarity,” said an RAS Eog1,5 (2mx) | TH®ML LERERRSRBES | ERE
spokesperson in an introduction to || 12 September (Sat) | Dr. Joseph Ting 9RIL Cantonese

SRS s apm EERYABEA RS RERHEE “Early Development of Sheung
the exhibition. Honorary Senior Research Fellow of the Wan and the Establishment of

Department of History, Chinese University of Tung Wah Hospital”
Hong Kong

A total of about 2,000 photographs = = - B EREAL FBE—AAEAE LEE | EmE

were taken, which included [ 19 September (Sat) gr,gK%E}i}rg‘;gung i = Cantonese
o : 3-4pm. 7 % “Sheung Wan and the
bUI|dmgS' various structures, Local historian Western District before the

architectural features, street scenes, Second World War through
customs, trades as well as people Historical Images”
L PEOPIE: B omen (2mx) |ERZEMT TRRTEELRE %
Now, thirty-five years after the first 26 September (Sat) | Dr. Patrick Hase “Historical Development of English
o HmEE . SRTDNEe(ERSE istrict”
photographs were taken, the true = 3-4pm ggég%;ggﬁiﬁﬁ-} g(EESE) the Central District

value of the efforts of the survey Local historian and Immediate Past President
team can be fully appreciated.

& Honorary Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society
(Hong Kong Branch)

10838 (2#X) | 2EBEL TRAEAEEIHEMEE | ERE

3 October (Sat) Dr. Lau Chi-pang ERBERR | Cantonese
3-4pm. SR ABEE RENFEHUT “The Beginning and
Assistant Professor of the Department of Development of Hollywood
History, Lingnan University Road Antique Market”
108108 (2#X) | BARELE HPREZEEEANE [EREE

10 October (Sat) | Mr. Raymond Fung R Cantonese
3-4pm. B R LEREEEHRNEEETES “Understanding western
Architect and Member of Advisory Committee | historical architecture in Hong
on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings Kong from the Central Police
Station Compound”

Fun @ Heritage
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Following the completion of Haw
Par Mansion in 1935, its owner,
Aw Boon-haw, decided to build
another family residence. In which
country did he choose to build his

CREEEENIEEE fle“clggd family mansion, Haw Par

Central Police Station on Hollywood
Road

BREATH : A pavilion inside the Chinese garden of Haw Par Mansion
Please find answer in inside pages
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A group of students enter into
the Headquarters Block of the

Central Police Station.

Popular Central Police Station Tour
to be extended

Following the overwhelming response of the Central Police Station Walking Tours held
between April and August this year, the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office will organise
another round of tours aiming at students from October.

A total of 57 tours will be arranged between October 17 and December 17. They will
take place every Wednesday and Saturday morning, with three tours a day.

The tours are commissioned by CHO and organised by the Hong Kong Architecture
Centre (HKAC). In the previous round, over 100 tours were organised by HKAC which
offered professional training to tour guides and were responsible for all logistical
arrangements for the activities.

Similar to the previous round, the tour will last around two hours and will cover the
Headquarters Block, Barrack Block, former Central Magistracy and former Victoria
Prison. Trained guides by the Hong Kong Architecture Centre will share fascinating
stories about the buildings’ history and architectural features.

Only schools and organised groups of primary 5 and 6, as well as secondary students,
will be eligible to join.

For further enquires, please contact HKAC at 2805 7146 or email info@archicentre.hk
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A guide trained by the Hong Kong Architecture
Centre explains the architecture of the Central
Police Station to students touring the compound.

—HNBEEBRHPEEZRER-
A group of primary school students get
ready for a guided tour of the Central
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Police Station Compound.

We welcome your comments |
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