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Fan Sin Temple

The earliest record of renovation of the Fan Sin Temple was dated to the 23rd year of the reig
of Emperor Guangxu of the Qing dynasty (1897) and there were records of multiple renovation
thereafter. In 2000, the Antiquities and Monuments Office, experts from the Guangdong Pr
vincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Architectural Services Department and th
villagers of Wun Yiu Heung collaborated to complete the restoration works of Fan Sin Templ

The picture above shows Fan Sin Temple after the restoration.

eside Wun Yiu Public School and Both ends of the roof ridges are decorated with geometric 
decorations. At the top of the walls are fine murals. The 

temple still retains the wooden plaque inscribed with 
the Chinese characters “Fan Sin Temple” carved in 

the 55th year of the reign of Emperor Qianlong 
(1790) and the stone tablets recorded the mul-

tiple renovations, both of which are valuable 
research materials.

The 16th day of the 5th Month of each lu-
nar year is the birthday of Fan Sin. Vil-

lagers of Wun Yiu Heung celebrated 
the festival together each year. In the 

past, they staged god-worshipping 
operas in front of the temple, and 
organised god-worshipping pa-
rades marching through various 
villages of Wun Yiu. These festivi-
ties are still organised today.
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Fan Sin Temple is located b
was built during the reign o
dynasty (1736–1795). It has a history of over 200 years.

The Temple enshrines the statue of Fan Sin, the 
patron deity of potters, which was invited by Ma 
Choi Yuen of the clan’s 16th generation from 
Ma’s hometown in Changle county (now Wuhua 
county) in Guangdong province to Wun Yiu. 
Legends had it that Fan Sin pioneered the 
making of bowls from fired clay, and had 
excelled in a competition against Lu Ban, the 
master of all crafts. He therefore won the 
respect of the potters. 

The Fan Sin Temple has one hall and one 
courtyard. The entrance is ornately deco-
rated and the interior décor is highly refined. 

one of Illustrations’ of Pottery Records of Jingdezhen by Lan Pu and 
Zheng Tinggui of the Qing dynasty.
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Tai Po  
Wun Yiu Kiln Site

According to Report on the New Territories, 
1899–1912, Wun Yiu Kiln Site produced as many as 
400,000 pieces of porcelain ware a year. Over the 
past two decades, multiple archaeological investiga-
tions and excavations have been conducted at the 
site and numerous features of key production proc-
esses were identified; about 13,000 pieces of relics 
were unearthed.

Today, many pieces of porcelain ware and kiln firing 
tools are still preserved and showcased at the Wun 
Yiu Exhibition. The picture shows the manufacturing 
processes in the past.

The manufacturing processes of porcelain were extracted from 
Heavenly Creations by Song Yingxing of the Ming dynasty, and scroll 
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Co3O4

cobalt oxide
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Bowls

were in use from as early as the Neolithic period. Bowls take 

the form of two palms cupped together, and are a vivid repre-

sentation of how one treasures the contents of the bowl.

All nations use bowls. Chinese bowls have developed the flared 

rim and ring foot design, which insulates against heat and en-

courages one to pick up the bowl and pass to others.

This type of bowl indicates that the food culture of the Chinese 

emphasizes not only on “treasuring”, but also on “sharing”. 

Chopsticks, a close “relative” of the bowl, are designed with a 

length to facilitate the passing of food to friends and family at 

the same table. Such memories of the utensils have been passed 

down many generations and still influence us today.

Exhibition gallery

The Wun Yiu Exhibition at Tai Po was converted from a classroom. Through 
the exhibition, the public can learn about the important historical value of 
the Wun Yiu Kiln Site. The exhibition showcases the history and the archae-
ological findings of the site, as well as the unearthed cultural relics from the 
Ming and Qing dynasties.

The Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre is an exhibition centre man-
aged by the Antiquities and Monuments Office. It showcases Hong Kong’s 
cultural heritage including historic buildings and important archaeological 
discoveries. The exhibits include porcelain ware unearthed at the Wun Yiu 
Kiln Site.

The Hong Kong Museum of History houses a permanent exhibition, “ The 
Hong Kong Story ”, which outlines the natural environment, folk culture, 
archaeological findings and historical development of Hong Kong. The exhi-
bition also showcases unearthed porcelain ware from the Wun Yiu Kiln Site.

The Hong Kong Heritage Museum houses a permanent exhibition to  
illustrate various natural and social changes of the New Territories. Exhibits 
of the New Territories Heritage Hall include the porcelain ware recovered 
from previous archaeological investigations conducted at Wun Yiu. 
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Pipe chamber

Cover with “fortune” character Jar with entwined flower and
grass design

The blue-and-white porcelain ware unearthed at Wun Yiu 

is tied closely to folk life: there are bowls, cups, jars, trays, 

plates, pots, jars with lid, incense burners, lamps, candle 

holders, inkslabs, briers, and beads for abacus. Bowls take 

the majority.

Also unearthed from the Wun Yiu are Kendi, a common type 

of water container of the Muslims. The utensil was rarely 

used by the Han Chinese, and was most likely manufactured 

for export to regions where Islamism was practised, such as 

Southeast Asia.

Kendi

Decorative designs

Blue cobalt pigments are water-soluble. The painter normally 

uses a brush to draw patterns on the unglazed clay object, 

creating an effect similar to Chinese ink-and-wash painting 

and calligraphy. Combining two-dimensional elements with a 

three-dimensional form gives the otherwise practical utensil an 

artistic look.

The blue-and-white porcelain ware unearthed at the Wun Yiu 

Kiln Site at Tai Po, as a case in point, carry over 120 types of 

decorative designs. The styles are down-to-earth, thematically 

diverse, and feature a variety of animals and plants, scenery 

and landscapes, characters, poems, and words with auspicious 

meaning and patterns. They are a representation of the wish 

and pursuit among commoners for longevity, happiness, afflu-

ence, filial piety, loyalty and plentiful offspring.




