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Ex-Ma Tau Kok
Animal Quarantine Depot
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Located on Ma Tau Kok Road, the Ex-Ma Tau Kok Animal Quarantine Depot is the only existing pre-war
slaughterhouse premises in Hong Kong. The Government built the slaughterhouses and animal quarantine
depots in Kennedy Town and Hung Hom in the 1890s. Due to the construction of the Kowloon-Canton
Railway, the slaughterhouse and animal quarantine depot in Hung Hom was moved to Ma Tau Kok Road
in To Kwa Wan. Completed in 1908, the new compound occupied an area of 1.7 hectares, and included
slaughterhouses, a fodder store, offices and quarters as well as three sheds with the capacity for 120
cattle, 200 sheep and 400 pigs.

In the 1920s, the site was enlarged with the addition of new sheds. To cope with the increasing numbers
of imported cattle and livestock after the Second World War, a new abattoir was built in Cheung Sha Wan
in 1969 to replace the old establishment in Ma Tau Kok. The quarantine service for cattle, however,
remained in Ma Tau Kok until 1999 when a new slaughterhouse in Sheung Shui came into operation.

In 2001, the Ma Tau Kok Animal Quarantine Depot was restored to a village for the artist community that
had been occupying a location on Oil Street, North Point. The compound was then renamed the Cattle
Depot Artist Village and was leased to local artists by the Government. In 2009, the Depot was confirmed
a Grade |l historic building by the Antiquities Advisory Board.
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The Ex-Ma Tau Kok Animal Quarantine Depot is constructed mainly with red brick. Facing the main
entrance is a courtyard where low brick walls and cement water trenches can be found. The metal rings
and metal chains installed in the water trenches for securing cattle are well preserved. The design of the
slaughterhouse and animal sheds is simple, functional and reminiscent of Victorian-style farm buildings.
The complex is distinguished with architectural features including tall brick chimneys, wide eaves and
arched windows and doors, exemplifying the Arts and Crafts style. Local architectural elements can be
seen in the adoption of traditional Chinese roof tiles and local granite as construction materials.
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Location Map of Ex-Ma Tau Kok Animal Quarantine Depot
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Kowloon City Ferry Pier
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63 Ma Tau Kok Road, Kowloon

First Ferry: North Point-Kowloon City

&34 Enquiries
2364 2959

#AHt Website
http://www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/conserve/cattleDepot.htm (F32)
http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/conserve/cattleDepot.htm (English)
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The lintel of the main entrance is supported by the
granite corbels.
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The Dutch gable is a wall made up of one or more curves
with a pediment at the top. This architectural feature is
also found in other public buildings such as the Old Tai Po
Police Station which was constructed during the same
period.

Building Functions and Architectural Features
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Bonding
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The brick bond is distinguished by one
stretcher between every header, with the
headers centered over the stretchers.

This is called the Flemish bond.
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% Metal brackets support the wide eaves.
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e - Double-roll Chinese Tiled Roof
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The double-roll Chinese tiled roofs provide insulation
and protection from the sun’s heat.
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Moulded Number Tablet
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The old moulded number tablet on the building is
still preserved.
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Granite Coping
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Red brick walls with granite copings on the gables,
granite is resistant to erosion and weathering.
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Brick Chimney
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A tall brick chimney extends from

a fireplace in the interior below. The top of
the chimney is made of granite.
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BEEE IBE::NE - 3 HEHE [B] & ERKAE EE Wall with “Upper Rectangular and
Meat Lorry Lay-by Main Office Animal Sheds Water Trenches for Cattle Slaughterhouse Lower Round” edged brick §§4£;,*.]14:ﬁ R4 BBi b EsE
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After the slaughtering of livestock,
meat was transported by lorry to
market.
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The Main Office is a two-storey
building composed of offices,
stores, quarters, kitchens and
toilets.
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Livestock were kept in the animal

sheds before slaughtering.
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In the courtyard, water trenches and
metal rings for cattle are constructed
under the low brick walls.
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Before the establishment of the

Cheung Sha Wan Abattoir in 1969,

the livestock were slaughtered in
this building.
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The complex is mainly constructed of red brick. Some walls
adopt the “Upper Rectangular and Lower Round” edged
bricks motif.

Metal ring and metal chain for securing cattle
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The metal rings and chains installed at the base of the

__water trenches were to secure cattle in the past.



