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Historic Building named in .
honour of Professor Jao Tsung-l = eammramessssms.

Professor Jao Tsung-l with Mrs Carrie Lam,
The former Lai Chi Kok Hospital — to be revitalised into a centre to promote Chinese  Secretary for Development.

arts and culture — will be named after the renowned Chinese scholar Professor Jao

Tsung-I.

The former hospital is to be
transformed into the Jao
Tsung-I Academy by the Hong
Kong Institute for Promotion
of Chinese Culture (HKIPCC),
of which Professor Jao is
the Honorary President. The
project is one of six successful
applications under Batch |
of the Revitalising Historic
Buildings Through Partnership
e, T T Scheme of the Development

EL BB ERSRMAREEMRESE - Bureau.

The revitalised premise will incorporate

Chinese garden motifs.
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The Secretary for Development, Mrs Carrie Lam, recently met with Professor
Jao. She said the naming was made in recognition of Professor Jao’s outstanding
achievements and contributions.

The project aims to provide an environment blending with natural landscape in
the urban area for visitors to learn more about Chinese culture and history. This
objective ties in with Professor Jao’s education work in the culture and art fields
over the years, Mrs Lam added.

Professor Jao is a world-renowned sinologist whose academic achievements
span across archaeology, history, literature, musicology and fine arts. Also an

accomplished poet, painter and calligrapher, Professor Jao’s calligraphy of the B FE S o

“Heart Sutra” has been transformed into an outdoor large-scale wood inscription on a slope Professor Jao Tsung-l.

at the foot of Lantau Peak near Ngong Ping. NE 2 2 i A A A% o PR AR T AR R it
HE-

At the age of 90, Professor Jao remains active in the world of academia. He has taught in Photo courtesy of Jao Tsung-| Petite

Ecole, The University of Hong Kong

universities in Hong Kong, Singapore and Japan and is currently an honorary professor of
both The University of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The revitalised
site in Lai Chi Kok will be named Jao Tsung-l Academy. Funding for the revitalisation of the
premises will be sought from the Legislative Council in the second quarter of 2010. The
project is expected to be completed by mid-2012.

R#H R AEE L EREEE -
Artists’ impression of the former Lai Chi Kok Hospital after
revitalisation.
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Shamian Cluster

Delegation of Antiquities Advisory
Board and Advisory Committee on
Revitalisation of Historic Buildings
visits Guangzhou

A delegation comprising members of the Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB) and
the Advisory Committee on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings (ACRHB) visited
Guangzhou on January 11 and 12 and exchanged views with officials and experts
from the Guangdong Province and Guangzhou.

Led by the Chairman of both AAB and ACRHB, Mr Bernard Chan, the delegation
visited the heritage revitalisation and conservation projects in the city.
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Group photo of the delegation with Professor Tang Guohua of the School of Architecture

and Urban Planning of Guangzhou University.

“There have been growing interest and concerns in Hong Kong over heritage
conservation in recent years. This visit not only allowed us to understand more about
revitalisation and conservation projects in Guangzhou, it also gave us the opportunity
to learn from our Mainland counterparts their valuable experiences from which we
may make reference in future conservation works in Hong Kong.” Mr Bernard Chan
said upon concluding the visit.

The delegation had visited the following conservation projects in Guangzhou:

Shamian Cluster

A cluster of buildings built between the Qing Dynasty and the Minguo Period within
the leased territory, signifying the epitome of the history of Modern China and the
history of the leased territory.

One-Thousand-Year-Old Street on Beijing Road

In 2002, during excavation as part of the road opening works for the Pedestrian
Street of Beijing Road, countless sandstone pillars and old city wall bricks were
unearthed, including the 11-layer road surfaces of Five Dynasties since Nan Han and
the base site of Gongbei Lou of the
Sung Dynasty.

iRin S AR
Jinlun Guild Hall

AREFTFELE
One-Thousand-Year-Old Street on Beijing Road




Jinlun Guild Hall

Originally located at Xilai New Street of Xiajiu
Road, it has moved to the present site at No. 289
Kangwang South Road, due to the extension of
Kangwang Road in 2001. This is a guild hall for
the embroidery trade in Guangzhou. It was first
built in 1723 in the first year of Yongzheng of the
Qing Dynasty and had undergone reconstruction
and restoration thereafter. It is open to the public
since its refurbishment in 2005.

Shangxiajiu Pedestrian Street

The Shangjiu Road, Xiajiu Road and Dishipu Road in
Guangzhou formed the Pedestrian Street which is
also known as the “Business Corridor of Xiguan”.

Huang Guanzhang Mansion

Also known as the Duishan Yuan. Situated at 6-22
Fuzhou Road, it is a landscape mansion built for
the Quarter-Master General of the First Regiment,
Huang Guanzhang, in the latter part of 1920s. It
has now been converted into a park.

Bahe Guild
Situated at 177 En Ning Road and built in the
Minguo Period, it is a guild hall of the Cantonese
opera artists.
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Shangxiajiu Pedestrian Street
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A rendezvous of Marc Fonbaustier (R), French Consul
General, with Jack Chan, Commissioner for Heritage.

French  mission in Hong Kong
promises collaboration in protecting
historic buildings

With France ranking fourth in the world in possessing the largest number of world
heritage sites, it is only fitting that its mission here pledges full support for our
heritage conservation efforts in Hong Kong.

In a recent meeting with the Commissioner for Heritage, Jack Chan, the French
Consul General, Marc Fonbaustier, said the recognition of the importance of
protecting built heritage was something in common between France and Hong
Kong.

“They are more than buildings. They are our cultural treasures. It is of paramount
importance to make every effort to preserve them,” said Fonbaustier.

The meeting took place at the “Residence de France” in the Peak, which has been
given a proposed historic building status by the Antiquities and Monuments Office.

The residence, once
known as The Ridge,
was one of the earliest
homes for Europeans
on the Peak. It was
built sometime
between 1880s and
1890s. The building,
located on Pollock’s
Path, is decorated with
a mixture of classical
features including
projecting  cornices,

FAB AT HREE LTS BRI EAER
columns and arched  zzs.

Exquisite classical features in the interior of the
‘Residence de France’, a proposed historic building.

window heads.
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The exterior of the main building is a declared monument.

Photo courtesy of Helena May I8 #it8 X Alg &2 it4HH
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The Financial Assistance Scheme enables maintenance works to be applied
to the Garden Room’s walls.

Financial Assistance Scheme
to help upkeep Helena May

Few would miss the Helena May when passing the bustling Garden
Road and Cotton Tree Drive. The white colonial building located on
the fringe of Central is the home to an establishment which began
making its mark on Hong Kong history back in 1916.

The Development Bureau has recently approved a grant of HK$600,000
through the Financial Assistance for Maintenance Scheme (the
Scheme) to help upkeep the 94-year-old building, whose exterior has
been declared a monument and interior a Grade 2 historic building
designated by the Antiquities Advisory Board.

“The grant enables us to tackle the rising damp problem in the
Garden Room. Original brickworks of the existing walls would first
be exposed and dried out. A new cavity wall system would then be
erected to preserve the existing walls. We are grateful that the grant
enables us to maintain the building in such non-invasive manner.”
Diane O’Hare, the chairman of Helena May’'s building committee,
told ;& 1k @Heritage.

Helena May was founded and named after Lady Helena May, the
wife of Sir Henry May, the Governor of Hong Kong at the time. It was
established to support women living and working away from home
through the generous funding by two local philanthropists, Sir Ellis
Kadoorie and Ho Kom Tong.

“The Helena May was set up to help women and children by creating
awarm and friendly environment and it is therefore important for the
building to maintain its architectural integrity as it was originally built
in 1916. It is part of history and the culture of community outreach in
Hong Kong,” said Lynn Seymour, the Vice Chairman of Council.

Members of the public can access the building during specific events
such as the charity bazaar, open days and quarterly evening talks.
Monthly heritage tours are also available for underprivileged primary
school children. The venue is also provided for non-profit-making
organisations to hold events. For details, please contact the club’s
management at 2522 6766.

* The Financial Assistance for Maintenance Scheme provides financial
assistance to owners of privately-owned graded historic buildings to
carry out minor maintenance works. For enquiries, please contact the
Development Bureau at mhb_enquiry@devb.gov.hk or 2848 6198.
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Heritage conservation —
New York style

If the Queen’s Pier incident was
ever said to be a hard lesson
for Hong Kong's heritage
conservation, then Pennsylvania
Station in New York bears a
striking parallel.

The demolition and
redevelopment of the Penn
Station into Madison Square
Garden in the 1960s sparked
outcry in New York at the
time, eventually leading to the
enactment of the Landmark
Laws in 1965. The laws are now considered one of the most powerful in the
whole of the United States.
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The Grand Central Terminal Main Concourse was
designated by LPC as a landmark in 1980.

“You have to lose things to gain things. Ultimately, it will be a positive
development,” said Robert Tierney, the Chair of New York's Landmarks
Preservation Commission (LPC) during a recent interview with j&{t@Heritage
about the Queen’s Pier incident.

The Landmarks Preservation Commission in New York, headed by Tierney, is
responsible for protecting and preserving the city’s architecturally, historically
and culturally significant buildings and sites, as well as regulating changes to
designated buildings.

On a recent visit to Hong Kong, Tierney admitted that he was, at first, unsure
about Hong Kong's cityscape but came to appreciate how “multi-faceted”
the city was, combining modern architecture by world-class architects with
historic fabric. He also complimented on people’s sensitivity towards heritage
conservation.

“You are just overwhelmed at first but the more you walk around, the more you
see the fabric of the city coming to life. It definitely covers all time frames — past,
present and future. People here care deeply about their history and architecture
and want to see it preserved for future generation,” said Tierney.

Tierney said just as Hong Kong, New York faces the challenge of having
to balance development and preservation.

“Everybody says they love preservation until you start executing it, and
they say ‘not my building’. | believe development and preservation can
co-exist. Sometimes they conflict but we try to resolve the conflict when
there is a need to.” He said.

On a daily basis, Tierney's team of 50 does just that. Since its inception,
LPC has granted landmark status to more than 25,000 buildings,
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Pennsylvania Station, New York 1911.

including 1,256 individual landmarks, 110 interior landmarks, 10 scenic
landmarks and 100 historic districts in all five boroughs in New York.

We welcome your comments |

C

The Pennsylvania Station was
demolished in 1963.
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