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The building is decorated
with students’ art work.
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Court No. 1 was preserved and will be used as lecture theatre.
The original prohibitive signage will also be preserved.
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2 The prisoner’s dock will be kept intact to truly reflect the history of Former North Kowloon
Magistracy.




Injecting an artistic atmosphere into Former North Kowloon
Magistracy

Walking along the corridors at SCAD HK where student art works are prominently featured, it is hard to associate the modernised
art college with its immediate past as a solemn court building.

Bob Dickensheets, the Director of Construction and Preservation of SCAD Hong Kong, believes all historic buildings must be
allowed to “breathe” in order “to be alive”, and the key to success in any revitalisation project is to identify the function of the
building in relation to the local community.

“The building cannot be just separated and put aside. It needs to be continuing contributing to the community. If they aren’t, they
tend to be disappeared, ” said Dickensheets in a recent interview with ;&{tk@Heritage.

North Kowloon Magistracy is being given a new lease of life through its revitalisation into SCAD’s Hong Kong campus. During the
process, some of the most prominent spaces have been given new functions, such as having Court No. 4 being used as a classroom
and the former prison cells being converted into offices.

320 £3(e:2 Restoration works have been sensitive to the historical
Before revitalisation ATterrevitalisation’ significance of the structure and its character-defining
v elements. One of the eye-catchers is the prison cell-
turned office, where cell bars have been kept intact to
reflect history.

When asked if preservation adds to the costs to create
SCAD’s Hong Kong campus, Dickensheets said the
issue is overcome by creative use of space. He cited the
example of using one of the court rooms — preservation
of which is mandatory -- into a lecture theatre. Both the
Magistrate’s bench and benches on the public gallery
will be used as seats for the lecturer and students.
The prisoner’s dock has been kept intact, so does the
prohibitive signage on the wall.

Much care has gone into ensuring that authenticity of
the place is protected. Dickensheets said classes were
organised for workers and contractors to familiarise
them with good conservation practices. Efforts
were put into reversing many features to its original
appearance, including the restoration of ceiling and
stairs from white to its original brown colour. The
wooden floorboards were also carefully cleaned and
polished to restore them to their original condition.
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With the environment very much in mind, SCAD
incorporated many “green measures” throughout the
building, including the addition of a sky roof on the
top floor. Not only does it take advantage of natural
light of the third floor courtyard, it also helps to reduce
the impact of climate change, especially addressing a
long-standing water seepage problem.

As with the other revitalisation projects SCAD has
completed in the U.S., Dickensheets said the key
challenge of the project lies in the delicate balancing
between the retention of original architectural features
and the demand for up-to-date technology of an art
and design college.

By in large, the revitalisation of North Kowloon
Magistracy has been a smooth sail for Dickensheet and
the revitalisation project was completed in just under
one year.

“The outcome we hope will be a model, an example, for
other NGOs and future heritage revitalisation projects
for Hong Kong,” he said.
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A sharing after trips to Europe and China

Text by Vivian Lau, member of Advisory Committee on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings (ACRHB)

Serving as a member of the ACRHB in the last two years has been an honor. The Committee is being entrusted with the responsibility of assessing
and recommending the best solution for the selected heritage site. Whilst the nature of our work truly deserves long and hard discussion, the
daunting number of meeting and the intense discussion has qualified this work almost as a full-time job. The passion and perseverance of the
Committee has been simply amazing. As we review the proposals, we are constantly reminded of the context, the expectations, the trade-offs
and how we truly breathe life into a heritage building.

Just as | was reflecting on my work, an email from my fellow member, Raymond Fung, came just in time.

From:  Vivian Lau
Sent: Tuesday, August 03, 2010
Subject: RE: A sharing with ACRHB after trips to Europe - China

Dear Raymond and ACRHB members,

| share your mixed feelings as a fellow nano connector in this
time continuum. | drove past Canton Road yesterday with all
branded labels and could not stop but to wonder what we are
teaching our kids.

As fellow citizens, we inherit from the past as we bridge to the
future. We are only a sharer of time and space. | consider
myself one of the most blessed of all generations. With lessons
learnt from our ancestors, technology developed from our
generation and a mind focused on being a responsible
and respectful custodian of Mother Earth, let's make sure that
we can pass on these blessings to our next generation.

We will not have all the answers, but we can all take an
extra step. Look forward to our next ACRHB meeting! Let's
measure up to our responsibility and honor!

Vivian
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CHO to launch liberal studies teaching
kit on heritage conservation

In line with the implementation of the New Senior Secondary (NSS) curriculum,
Commissioner for Heritage's Office (CHO) of the Development Bureau is to launch a
teaching kit to provide teachers of liberal studies with teaching material on the subject
of heritage conservation.

The kit, to be distributed to all secondary schools in Hong Kong for free in the first
semester of the school year 2010-11, is composed of a teachers’ guide and worksheets
in both Chinese and English, together with a CD-ROM including suggested field trips
itineraries.

The Hong Kong Institute of Education is commissioned for the production of the kit.
An editorial advisory group comprising of experts on heritage conservation, history
and architecture are formed to provide input for content development. Members
of the advisory group include Dr. Richard Engelhardt, UNESCO Senior Advisor for
Culture, Professor David Lung, holder of UNESCO Chair in Cultural Heritage Resources
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\ Management at the University of Hong
Kong, Dr Joseph Ting, former Chief Curator
of the Hong Kong Museum of History,
Dr Lee Ho-yin, Director of Architectural
Conservation Programme of the University
of Hong Kong, Professor Lau Chi Pang,
Assistant Professor of the Department of
History of Lingnan University, and Ms Lilian
Law Suk-kwan, member of the Antiquities
Advisory Board. In addition, focus group
discussion with valuable input solicited from
current teachers is conducted in the process
of producing the kit, to ensure it meets with
users’ requirements.

The  NSS  curriculum  was  formally
implemented in September 2009 in which
Liberal Studies is a core subject. In tune with
Liberal Studies’ aim of cultivating students’
ability in thinking with multiple perspectives,
the teaching kit uses heritage conservation
policies and initiatives of Hong Kong as
a starting point to provide teachers with
the diverse perspectives of related issues,
background information of current policies
and teaching suggestions.
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Tour participants enjoy themselves in the courtyard of the Central Police
Station Compound.

Welcome to guided
heritage architectural tours

With the aim of increasing public accessibility of historic buildings,
the Commissioner for Heritage's Office (CHO) has ongoingly
organised different types of guided tours.

Co-organised with non-profit-making organisation, Hulu Culture,
CHO launched a series of ‘Family Joy’ guided tours from April to
August focusing on historic buildings in Central and Sheung Wan
as well as Tsim Sha Tsui. The tours have been met with enthusiastic
response.

Due to popular demand, ‘Family Joy Tour - Heritage Architecture
Tour in Central and Sheung Wan' will be extended from September
to November. Historic buildings to be featured in the itinerary
include the Central Police Station Compound, Man Mo Temple and
Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road.

This event is free of charge. Social services organisations are invited
to sign up for low-income families.

For details and to download application forms, please visit CHO's
website at http://www.heritage.gov.hk.

A series of barrier-free heritage guided tours in Central and Tai
Po will also be organised from November 2010 to February 2011
for the disabled. Details will be published on CHO's website and
newsletter shortly.

RETXLHE NEEEBERTRIFEZEEFNNS-
A docent from Hulu Culture explains the history of Central Government
Offices Complex to tour participants.

We welcome your comments |
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