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revitalisation brings out best of
historic buildings

Sound revitalisation plans and a comprehensive system of heritage grading go
hand in hand to bring out the best of historic buildings of our times.

Having been Chairman of the Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB) for six years,
Edward Ho had worked towards establishing a connection between the
grading of historic buildings and monument declaration, so as to ensure
historically significant Grade | buildings would be spared from demolition.

Ho's hard work paid off with AAB announcing in late November to link up

the two systems. From now on, historic buildings with Grade | status would

serve as a pool of buildings for consideration to be put under statutory

protection. At present, the AAB is working in full swing on the grading

assessment of the 1,440 buildings in the territory. The work is expected to
ish by early next year.
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Architectural History + Social Value = New Milestone in

Heritage Conservation

When Edward Ho reviewed Hong Kong's recent changes in heritage
conservation, he recognised that the community has yet to come up
with an agreed view on what is significant in heritage conservation.
Yet he said that discussions and concerns expressed in recent years
by the community had propelled heritage conservation to a new
milestone and had greatly inspired on the heritage significance.

“The assessment standard used to be based on age, rarity or
architectural aesthetics, but in recent years, social value attached to
the building being part of our collective memory has also become
one of the yardsticks in our assessment.”

The increasing openness of AAB meetings is an indication that views
of the community are valued. When dealing with major issues such
as the demolition of the Queen’s Pier, AAB took the initiative to hold
public forums. Ho believed the forums had provided a channel for
the community to get involved in caring for heritage conservation.

Having had more contact with the community, Ho has come to
appreciate the importance of public engagement. He said it was
critical to consider any capital works project from the angle of
heritage conservation at the planning stage so as to avert possible
clashes. In this regard, he expressed strong support for Government’s
introduction of the heritage impact assessment mechanism early
this year.
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LegCo Building

He spent more than 10 years as a legislative councillor. His
affection is compounded after he found an old photograph of
his parents posing in their wedding attire outside the LegCo
Building.
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Loke Yew Hall, the University of Hong Kong

Ho has always been a music lover. He was the chairman of the
music club when he was studying in the University Of Hong Kong
in the 1960’s, when he would regularly perform in Loke Yew
Hall.

S AE A LegCo Building
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If anyone was to say that architects care only about putting up
big and modern buildings, Ho is there to contradict. Despite
being a professional architect, Ho has always held the belief that
development and heritage conservation complimented each
other. He is convinced that history must not be ignored in the
planning of social development.

I.'-: """in'
o
——

“There exists contradictions in Hong Kong people’s perception of
their identity. We are not totally nostalgic like people in Europe
and Macau. Hong Kong is a world major city, it is hoped that
development and conservation can co-exist. At the moment, we
still have not found the equilibrium,” he told ;&{t@Heritage in a
recent interview.
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Bold ideas hold key to success in revitalisation

Ho maintained that historic buildings must be put to good use
in order to be extended with a new lease of life. Revitalisation
would help buildings to stay sustainable financially, and ensure
public access. He cited examples in Rome where a church has
been turned into shops and in Singapore where a Chinese temple
is converted into a bar!”
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“These may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but would you want
another museum? It’s not always appealing. If there are 20
buildings to conserve, do we then build 20 museums?”

With the restoration of King Yin Lei due for completion in under
two years, consultation for its revitalisation will soon commence.
Ho encouraged interested parties in coming up with bold
suggestions, and not be limited by stereotypes.
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St Joseph'’s College on Kennedy Road

This place brings back a lot of fond memories of his days as
a “Josephian”. Built in 1920, two of the college blocks have
been declared monument.

{a] 7% K () Edward Ho (front row, m)
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The recovered and restored stained glass in the chapel

HEHBEREFENRS  BRER/NHZRTHR

The altar recovered and reassembled in the chapel
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UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation:

Eleven projects from Hong Kong have been awarded since the
Award’s inception in 2000 including Béthanie (2008), Whitfield
Barracks (2007), Little Hong Kong at the former Central
Ordinance Munitions Depot (2007), St. Andrew’s Church (2006),
Liu Ying Lung Study Hall (2006), St. Joseph’s Chapel (2005),
Tung Wah Coffin Home (2005), Catholic Cathedral of
Immaculate Conception (2003), King Law Ka Suk Study Hall
(2001), Hung Shing Temple (2000) and Ohel Leah Synagogue
(2000). The annual awards recognise the achievement of
individuals and organisations within the private sector and the
public-private initiatives in successfully restoring structures of
heritage value in the region. Awards are categorised into Award
of Excellence, Award of Distinction, Award of Merit, Honorable
Mention, and Jury Commendation (as of entries for 2009).
Projects involving buildings more than 50 years old which were
completed within the last ten years are eligible. To date, more
than 250 entries have been received from across the region.
(Source: http://www.unesco.org)
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The “transformated” Tai Tam Tuk Pumping Station

Hong Kong's oldest
pumping station receives
dazzling make-over

Glitz and glamour married fine architecture at Hong Kong’s oldest
functioning pumping station in Tai Tam Tuk when world-famous
watch maker, Piaget, held its prestigious gala dinner in this Grade |
historic building in mid November.

“We are always on the look out for unique venues for events.
| stumbled across this place when | was in Tai Tam one weekend,
and immediately fell in love with it, but | never thought Government
would agree to let us use it!"” said the Asia-Pacific Communication
Director of Piaget, Peggy Choi.

To Choi's surprise, Government not only gave the go-ahead to the

party, but offered support through Commissioner for Heritage's

Office and Water Supplies Department by providing old architectural

o ' " and other decommissioned equipment
tail reception which took place inside the
100 guests.

t, the utilitarian structure — which is still in
t of 12 months a year — transformed into
/.

all creative ideas which would revitalise
Idings. The Piaget event demonstrates
adiness to work with the private sector
the potential of heritage places. We look
ng with other partners in the future,” said
ar for Heritage, Jack Chan, during a site
nispeCuLn du uie pumping station ahead of the gala dinner.

Built in 1904, the Tai Tam Tuk Pumping Station was awarded
Grade | status by the Antiquities Advisory Board in 1994. It
is the oldest functioning pumping facility in Hong Kong’s
water supply history.
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Photos courtesy of Piaget
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The pumping station on an ordinary day
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Commissioner for Heritage welcomes students from Peak School
at CPS
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The Commissioner for Heritage, Jack Chan, welcomed
students from Peak School on a visit to the Central Police
Station (CPS) on December 12. The group of some 50
students was given a guided tour by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office lasting around two hours. The tour is part
of a campaign by the Commissioner for Heritage's Office
to promote awareness of heritage conservation among
the youth. Other activities will follow in 2009 including a
drawing competition to be held in March.
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Chief Executive visits Green Island Lighthouse Compound

The Chief Executive Donald Tsang visited the Green Island Lighthouse
Compound earlier this month. Accompanied by the Commissioner for
Heritage, Jack Chan, they toured the lighthouses and the two former
staff quarters, and were briefed on the glorious history of the compound,
which was declared a monument in early November this year. The staff
quarters and the surround facilities have been revitalised as a drug
treatment and rehabilitation centre for
youth under the care of Wu Oi Christian
Centre since 2001.

The Green Island Lighthouse Compound
comprises an old lighthouse built in 1875
and a new lighthouse built in 1905, as
well as a former European quarters and
a former keeper's house built in the end
19th century and 1930s respectively. Both
the lighthouses have served thousands of
vessels from the west approach to Hong
Kong for many decades and have played
an important role in the maritime history
of Hong Kong.

THRE SE#ETHRIBEEFER
The Chief Executive, Donald Tsang,
receives a guided tour at the Green
Island Lighthouse

IE SRR
The Green Island Lighthouse Compound
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Which building has been revitalised into a
creative arts centre
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Photo courtesy of the Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre
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