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MEMORY LANE OF HONG KONG'S NOTABLE ACADEMIC HERITAGE

HERITAGE FIESTA 2013 OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED
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School is a place where we learn our history — not only from textbooks,
but also from the school buildings themselves, with the city’s
history reflected in every brick and pillar. Hosted by the Commissioner
for Heritage’s Office of the Development Bureau, the Opening
Ceremony cum Photo Exhibition of Heritage Fiesta 2013 was taken
place on 10 September at Pacific Place in Admiralty, marking the
beginning of this annual event for encouraging locals to appreciate
these valuable historic school buildings.

Guests officiating at the ceremony included Mrs. Carrie Lam,
Chief Secretary for Administration, Ms. Grace Lui, Acting Permanent
Secretary for Development (Works) and Mr. Andrew Lam, Chairman
of Antiquities Advisory Board.

“This year, ‘Heritage of Education’ is the theme of International Day
for Monuments and Sites, selected by International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS),” Mrs. Carrie Lam said. “Riding on the
significance of the education in heritage conservation, historic school
buildings which are either declared monuments or graded buildings
are featured in Heritage Fiesta 2013,” Mrs. Lam added.

Mrs. Carrie Lam also announced the good news that Tai O Heritage
Hotel was honored with Award of Merit in the UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Heritage Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation. This is the second
“Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme” project
W|nn|ng this prestigious award, subsequent to Savannah College of Art
and Design (Hong Kong). This is also Hong Kong'’s

he inauguration of UNES O Asia-Pacific
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Commissioner for Heritage’s Office
Development Bureau
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Heritage Fiesta 2013 is one of the activities under the “Hong Kong:
Our Home” Campaign and is supported by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office as well as the Airport Authority Hong Kong.

In its third year since its inauguration, Heritage Fiesta 2013 features
17 schools and 13 study halls which are either declared monuments
or graded buildings. The participating historic buildings will be open
to the public during specific opening hours from 1 September to
31 October. Admission will be free of charge except Fong Yuen Study
Hall. Some of the participating buildings will offer free guided tours on
a first-come, first-served basis. Visitors are also encouraged to col-
lect special stamps at the participating schools and study halls as they
complete their journey of heritage exploration.

To further enhance the public’s understanding of the history and
architectural beauty of local heritage, complimentary pamphlets will be
distributed at the featured historic buildings during the event period.
Pamphlets will also be available at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery
Centre and the Hong Kong Museum of History in Tsim Sha Tsui,
the Museum of Tea Ware in Central, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum
in Sha Tin and the Hong Kong International Airport at Chek Lap Kok.

For further information about Heritage Fiesta 2013, please visit the
heritage conservation website: http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/
events_37.htm or call 2848 6230.
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SCHOOLS AND STUDY HALLS FEATURED IN HERITAGE FIESTA 2013

B§: Schools
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Aberdeen Technical School / The Bethanie (The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts) / Bethel Bible Seminary /
Diocesan Boys’ School (Guided tours fully booked) / Ex-Royal Air Force Station (Kai Tak) (Academy of Visual Arts, Hong Kong Baptist University) /

Former Kowloon British School (Antiquities and Monuments Office) /

Former Quarry Bay School (Hong Kong Association of Youth Development Training Centre) /

Former North Kowloon Magistracy (Savannah College of Art and Design (Hong Kong)) / King’s College /

Maryknoll Convent School (Primary Section) / Hong Kong Adventist College / St. Joseph’s College / St. Stephen’s College /
St. Stephen’s College Preparatory School / St. Stephen’s Girls’ College / Tang King Po School / The University of Hong Kong

E X Study Halls
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Chik Kwai Study Hall / Fong Yuen Study Hall (‘Fong Yuen Study Hall” — Tourism and Chinese Cultural Centre cum Ma Wan Residents Museum) /
Hum Ying Study Hall / Kang Yung Study Hall / King Law Ka Shuk / Kun Ting Study Hall / Lik Wing Tong Study Hall / Mi Tak Study Hall /
Ng Fui Study Hall / Shi Wang Study Hall / Tat Yan Study Hall / Tsz Tak Study Hall / Yi Tai Study Hall
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Heritage conservation and revitalisation have been in the spotlight
in the Mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau in recent years.
Mr. Paul Chan, Secretary for Development, led a delegation to Tianjin
to attend the “Cross Straits, Hong Kong and Macao Symposium on the
Reuse of Architectural Heritage” held on 23 and 24 July. The symposium
was co-organised by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage
(SACH), the Tianjin Municipal People’s Government, the Taiwan Shen
Chun Chi Foundation, the Development Bureau of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government and the Secretariat for
Social Affairs and Culture of the Macao Special Administrative Region
Government. With a broad objective to “share, exchange and develop”,

the symposium examined the reuse of built heritage in different contexts
including conservation principles and techniques, management modes
and co-operation mechanisms.

Mr. Paul Chan spoke at the opening ceremony, introducing
Hong Kong's heritage revitalisation works and their fruitful results.
Ms. Grace Lui, Deputy Secretary for Development (Works) shared the
mode of operation and management, as well as the opportunities and
challenges of the “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership
Scheme” (Revitalisation Scheme).

Various representatives from the Hong Kong delegation also spoke
in the symposium to share their expertise in heritage conservation.
Mr. Andrew Lam, a member of the Advisory Committee on Revitalisation
of Historic Buildings, introduced assessment criteria of the Revitalisation
Scheme; Mr. Andy Lee, Vice-President (Administration) and Secretary
of Hong Kong Baptist University introduced the revitalisation project
and operation of Hong Kong Baptist University School of Chinese
Medicine — Lui Seng Chun, revealing the challenges that they faced
during the conservation process. The case of Tai O Heritage Hotel,
which was transformed from the Old Tai O Police Station, was also
featured to bring forward the impact and opportunity of a revitalised
project to the community.

In her closing remarks, Ms. Grace Lui stated that Cross Straits,
Hong Kong and Macau share similarities in different aspects concerning
the direction and development of heritage revitalisation, including
extension of use of historic buildings, community sharing, public
participation throughout the revitalisation process, as well as the
prominence of community inclusion and diversification in heritage
revitalisation. Ms. Lui regarded the symposium a fruitful exchange of
views which brought in experience and knowledge from other regions,
to further benefit Hong Kong’s revitalisation projects.

To learn more about Tianjin’s success in incorporating built heritage
into the daily life of the community, Hong Kong delegation also visited
modern architectures on Wudadao, Qingwangfu and Jingyuan.
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To enhance public’s understanding of the effort in heritage revitalisation,
the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office has launched a series of exhibitions
including “New Life @ Heritage” exhibition at the airport as well as
a roving exhibition on the Batch | of the “Revitalising Historic Buildings
Through Partnership Scheme” starting from late June 2013.
Both exhibitions aim to showcase the history and revitalisation works
of the six historic buildings revitalised under the scheme.
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NEW ROUND OF KING YIN LEI PUBLIC OPEN DAYS
OVER 3,500 VISITORS EXPLORED THE GRAND MANSION IN 2 DAYS
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Public open days at King Yin Lei on August 17 and 18 attracted over
3,500 visitors in 2 days, including 29 non-profit-making organisations
and 7 schools. The declared monument was overwhelmed with visitors
who came to explore the architectural features of this grand mansion
constructed in Chinese Renaissance style.

In less than three-month-showcase, these exhibitions have drawn huge
responses from local visitors and tourists, with all magnets snatched
in hours and pamphlets collected. Mrs. Wong, a shopper at Olympian
City, was so impressed with the free magnet collection and the historic
buildings and said, “I did not realise these historic buildings have been
revitalised into new usages until | saw the pamphlet and hope to take
my son to these historic buildings during weekend.” Ms. Averill, a tourist
from the UK, found the 3-D models of the historic buildings at the
airport very interesting and said, “I am looking forward to be back to
Hong Kong and would love to visit these buildings on my next trip.”

The “New Life @ Heritage” exhibition is being showcased at the airport
until 31 December whereas the Downtown Roving Exhibition at various
venues will be ended until 30 December.

For detalils, please visit the heritage conservation website:
http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/news.htm
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As these open days were well received by the public, the Commissioner
for Heritage's Office (CHO) will hold two more public open days on
19 and 20 October. Tickets will be distributed to the public for free
at Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, Museum of Tea Ware and
Hong Kong Heritage Museum on 5 and 6 October .

To enhance secondary school students’ understanding of heritage
conservation, extra admission quotas have been reserved for secondary
school students as an extended activity to the “Conserve and Revitalise
@ Hong Kong Heritage — Liberal Studies Teaching Kit” published by
the CHO. Additional admission quotas were also set aside for non-profit-
making organisations to cater for different sectors in the community.

For details of King Yin Lei open days, please visit the heritage
conservation website: www.heritage.gov.hk/en/online/press.htm,
call 2848 6230 or email at kyl@devb.gov.hk .
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Wanchai is not only a community celebrating history and its rich
neighborhood ties, but also a vibrant district embracing the perfect
blend of tradition and novelty. On 18 July, the district’s first solely
preservation cum revitalisation project by the Urban Renewal
Authority (URA) was officially open — 10 historic buildings situated at
Mallory Street / Burrows Street are revitalised into Comix Home Base,
the very first platform in Hong Kong dedicated to local comic and
animation development.

Honourable guests officiating at the opening ceremony included
Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr. Paul Chan,
Secretary for Development, Mr. Victor So, Chairman of the URA and
Mr. Nelson Leong, Chairman of Board of Governance of Hong Kong
Arts Centre (HKAC).

Mrs. Lam believed this revitalisation project headed by the URA carried
few functions including urban renewal, conservation cum revitalisation
of historic buildings as well as support on growth of local comic and
animation industry development at the same time. This project has thus
set a very good example.

The project covers 10 pre-war tenement houses built in mid-1910s,
which are Grade 2 historic buildings. Prominent architectural features
and materials including the balconies, timber French doors, railings
and internal timber staircase are retained and preserved. Modifications
are also made to the cluster to provide lift installation for the disabled,
fire escape staircases and other fire and building services.

The revitalised building cluster includes a 300-square metre public open
space for the community. Facilities in Comix Home Base also include
studios for comics and animation artists, resource centre, exhibition
venues, educational workshops as well as art-related retail space, food
and beverage facilities. As a cultural project connecting the future and
the past of the city, Comix Home Base aspires to be the platform for
nurturing comic and animation talents, ideas exchange and promoting
the growth of the industry.

HKAC is appointed to operate and manage the revitalisation project
under a five-year contract. For information on activities or guided tour
of Comix Home Base, please visit: hitp://www.comixhomebase.com.hk
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CONSERVING LOCAL COMMUNITY TIES AND CULTURE
“VIVA BLUE HOUSE” GROUND-BREAKING - A NEW CHAPTER FOR BLUE HOUSE REVITALISATION
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Blue House, Yellow House, Orange House — these iconic traditional
tenement buildings situated at Wanchai symbolise the old district’s
multifaceted culture of living. The “Blue House Cluster Revitalisation”
Project (Viva Blue House Project) is not only tasked to revitalise the
Cluster enriched with historical significance, but also to preserve and
showcase tenement houses’ diverse way of living. The ground breaking
ceremony of the Project took place on 14 September in the open space
of Blue House Cluster in Wanchai.

Guests who officiated at the ceremony included Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief
Secretary for Administration, Mr. Bernard Chan, Chairman of Advisory
Committee on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings, Mr. John R Budge,
Hon. Secretary of Executive Committee, St. James’ Settlement, Revd.
Lysta S S Leung, Chaplain of St. James’ Settlement, Mr. Chris Law,
Chairman of Viva Blue House Steering Committee, Dr. Mirana Szeto,
Chairman of Community Cultural Concern, Mrs. Margaret Brooke,
Chairman of Heritage Hong Kong Foundation and Ms. Hung Man Wah,
Representative of Blue House Resident Group.

Mrs. Lam remarked, “Among all revitalisation projects, Viva Blue House
Project is the one placing greatest emphasis on community culture.
The bottom-up approach and the future community-led model ensures
that the revitalised Cluster reflects the culture of Wanchai and the
existing residents’ way of living. In recent years, both international
and local revitalisation projects carry a strong focus on local
communities’ participation.”

Viva Blue House Project is co-launched and co-managed by
St. James’ Settlement, Community Cultural Concern, Heritage
Hong Kong Foundation Limited and Blue House Resident Group.
The project includes five core units, namely, “House of Stories”,
“Good Neighbour Scheme for new tenants”, “Existing Resident Hous-
ing and Engagement Unit”, “Social Enterprise Unit” and “C.O.M.E.
Hall”. Viva Blue House Project is the first revitalisation project tasked
to retain the existing residential community. Phase 1 of the project
will include the revitalisation of Yellow House, Orange House and the
open space on King Sing Street. Commencing in September, it is
scheduled to be completed by the fourth quarter of 2014. Phase 2 of
the project including the revitalisation of Blue House and Grey House
will commence subsequently. It is scheduled to be completed by the
fourth quarter of 2015.

For details of community stories/events at Blue House, please go into:
http://houseofstories.sjs.org.hk
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