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TAI' O HERITAGE HOTEL HONG KONG RECEIVED
CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION AWARD
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Enchanted with its scenic waterways, countryside neighborhood, unique traditions and
the former Police Station, Tai O is a small fishing village endowed with a reputable
recognition. Revitalised from Old Tai O Police Station, Tai O Heritage Hotel has been
awarded the Award of Merit by UNESCO at the 2013 Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation on 3 September.

In celebration of such success, Tai O Heritage Hotel hosted an award presentation
ceremony on 25 November. Mr. Paul Chan, the Secretary for Development, Mr. Daryl
Ng, Director of Hong Kong Heritage Conservation Foundation Limited, Ms. Julia Dav-
ies, Programme Officer of Culture Unit, UNESCO Bangkok and members of the Tai O
community attended the event.

Mr. Paul Chan remarked in his speech, “Tai O Heritage Hotel was highly regarded by
the UNESCO jury for its excellent restoration work and reinvigoration of the distinctive
character of this heritage property, as well as the enhanced social and economic
opportunities provided by the new use of the building. | am delighted to see that
this valuable cultural asset and part of Hong Kong’s historical legacy has earned the
support of the local people and appreciation of local and overseas tourists.”

Tai O Heritage Hotel is the first project under Batch | of the “Revitalising Historic
Buildings Through Partnership Scheme” winning this UNESCO Award of Merit. It is
also Hong Kong’s 14" award since the inauguration of UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage
Awards in 2000.

Located on Lantau Island, Tai O Heritage Hotel, the Grade Il historic building is
a historic and cultural landmark in the fishing village. It has drawn over 300,000
visitors since its opening in February 2012. For guided tours to the hotel, please visit:
http://www.taioheritagehotel.com/eng/guidetour/guidetour.jsp
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON HERITAGE CONSERVATION 2013
SHEDS LIGHT ON LATEST DEVELOPMENT
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Heritage conservation has been a subject of focus across the globe in recent years.
Many cities worldwide have been striving to include heritage restoration and revitalisation
into their development blueprints, to transform old buildings while injecting new
elements that will rejuvenate the city.

The Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau and the
Architectural Conservation Programmes of the Department of Architecture,
the University of Hong Kong jointly organised International Conference on Heritage
Conservation 2013, which took place at Wang Gungwu Theatre at the University of
Hong Kong from 29 to 30 November. Themed “Latest Movements in Heritage
Conservation: Global Vision and Local Outlook”, the conference offered an opportunity
for international exchange of insights and experience among esteemed heritage
conservation professionals from both the public and private sectors.

The 2-day conference included 2 keynote sessions — “Policy Issues” and “Historic
Urban Landscape”, as well as 2 themed sessions — “Experiences in Conservation of
Privately-owned Historic Buildings” and “Urban Conservation Practice: Traditional and
Innovative Tools”. Over 300 scholars, conservation professionals and government
officials attended the conference.

Mr. Paul Chan, Secretary for Development, spoke on the opening ceremony, noting
that the government recognises the importance of treasuring our historic legacy and
it is committed to taking a strong case for heritage conservation. He also regarded the
conference as a great opportunity “to rethink and revitalise our strategy and tactics to
resolve the perennial conflicts between conservation aspirations and development needs”.

Mr. Li Xiaojie, the Vice-Minister of Culture and Director of the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, recognised HKSAR government’s effort in conserving local heritage.
Speaking on the opening ceremony, he remarked, “We hope to strengthen international
communication and information exchange, as well as collaboration between the
Mainland and Hong Kong for heritage conservation and usage.”
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Various international heritage conservation specialists and scholars attended the
conference to share their knowledge and experience regarding heritage preservation.
Speakers of the keynote sessions and discussion panels included: Mr. Wai Chi-sing,
Permanent Secretary for Development (Works), Mr. Andrew Lam, Chairman of
Antiquities Advisory Board, Mr. Francesco Bandarin, Assistant Director-General for
Culture, UNESCO, Professor Lu Zhou, School of Architecture of Tsinghua University and
Professor Michael Turner, UNESCO Chair in Urban Design and Conservation Studies,
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem.

Professor Lynne D. DiStefano, Adjunct Professor of the Architectural Conservation
Programmes of the University of Hong Kong expressed her gratitude to all speakers
in her closing remarks. She reckoned that urban diversity was fundamental for creating
urban vibrancy. “Hong Kong is in a unique position in terms of place and time to be
in the forefront of conservation providing a shining example of the ideas presented
by our speakers,” she said. Professor DiStefano believed that now it is the time for
Hong Kong to seize the opportunity and to turn ideas into reality.

For details of heritage conservation and promotion, please visit:
http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events.htm
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POST-CONFERENCE TOURS TO WAN CHAI AND YAU MA TEI HERITAGE SITES
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There were 2 tours for overseas speakers and guests to local heritage sites in
Wan Chai and Yau Ma Tei respectively hosted by the Architectural Conservation
Programmes of the Department of Architecture, the University of Hong Kong and the
Antiquities and Monuments Office on 30 November, to further the understanding of
the local heritage and the conservation works in these 2 distinctive districts.

The visit to Wan Chai started at the Blue House Cluster and “House of Stories”,
followed by the visit to Old Wan Chai Post Office which is now the Resource
Centre of the Environmental Protection Department. The guests were then led to
appreciate the architectural beauty of the Pawn, Nam Koo Terrace and Hung
Shing Temple. The visit came to an end in Moon Street and Star Street Area.

The Yau Ma Tei tour started at the iconic Yau Ma Tei Fruit Market, followed by
the visit to Yau Ma Tei Theatre and the old Water Pumping Station at Shanghai
Street. The guests were then led to visit Tin Hau Temple and last stop of the tour -
Tung Wah Museum.
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From basic resettlement blocks in the 1950s to public rental
housing or subsidised home ownership flats for over 3 million
people nowadays, the 60 years’ development of Hong Kong’s
public housing is ever advancing. To mark the 60" anniversary
of Hong Kong’s public housing development, the Hong Kong
Housing Authority, in collaboration with the Antiquities and
Monuments Office and the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, has launched “Growing Up with Public Housing”
exhibition to reveal the story of the development of local
public housing in the last 6 decades, including the first
resettlement estate built in Shek Kip Mei, where Mei Ho House
as the only Mark | H-shaped resettlement block still remains in
Hong Kong. The revitalised Mei Ho House was designated as
a Grade |l Historic Building in 2010 and now becomes YHA
Mei Ho House Youth Hostel.

By showcasing historic photos, videos, artefacts and public
housing models in different eras, the exhibition reviews the
evolution of public housing contributing to the development
of local community.

“Growing Up with Public Housing” exhibition is one of the
programmes under the “Hong Kong: Our Home” Campaign.
The exhibition is now open to public with free admission
until 2 March 2014. For details, please visit:
http://www.amo.gov.hk/en/whatsnew_20130926.php
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THE HERITAGE OF MEI'HO HOUSE MUSEUM PLACES
OLD HONG KONG'S ENDURANCE AND HARDSHIP ON DISPLAY
FIRST RESETTLEMENT ESTATE IN THE 50S RECONSTRUCTED
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In 1953, a blaze destroyed homes of many, but prompted the establishment of local’s
first batch of the resettlement blocks, marking the beginning of the government public
housing policy. Completed in 1954, Mei Ho House, a six-storey Grade Il historic building
in Shek Kip Mei is considered the earliest Mark | H-shaped resettlement block. It has now
been revitalised into YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, which portrays the living community
of the first resettlement block through the Heritage of Mei Ho House Museum.

Guests officiated at the Museum’s opening ceremony on 21 October included
Mrs. Carrie Lam, Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr. Michael Wong, Chairman
of Hong Kong Youth Hostels Association (HKYHA), Ms. Grace Lui, Deputy Secre-
tary for Development (Works) and other guests. Mrs. Carrie Lam said, “This year
marks the 60" anniversary of Hong Kong's public housing development. As a
pioneer of public housing, Mei Ho House’s completed revitalisation is particularly
meaningful at this special moment.”

Mei Ho House is a project under Batch | of the “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through
Partnership Scheme”. HKYHA is appointed to operate the revitalised hostel providing
129 rooms. The Heritage of Mei Ho House museum showcases over 1,200 exhibits.
In addition to the themed exhibition featuring the history of Mei Ho House, show
flats of 1950s and 1970s as well as public toilets, corridors and grocery shop were
reconstructed. HKYHA also set up “Mei Ho House Alumni Network” to invite old
residents of Mei Ho House, Shek Kip Mei Estate and Sham Shui Po to donate displayed
objects, provide oral history accounts and become docents of the museum.

The museum is now open from every Tuesday to Sunday from 9:30am to 5pm with
free admission. Now in the phase of soft opening, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel is
expected to commence full operation with free guided tours in late December 2013.
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Life in Mei Ho House

Public toilets: only 6 toilets on each floor for around 320 residents

Corridor cooking area: where residents cooked with paraffin stoves in the 50s
One unit two families: one 1950s’ sampled flat, accommodating over 10 people
for 2 families with merely 120 square feet
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OVERWHELMING ATTENDANCE OF BOTH LOCALS AND TOURISTS
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Organised by the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office of the Development Bureau,
Heritage Fiesta 2013 came to a close on 31 October. Took place from 1 September
for a consecutive two months, this event attracted 48,000 locals and tourists.
Heritage Fiesta 2013 featured 17 Western school buildings and 13 traditional
Chinese study halls, which were either declared monuments or graded buildings,
to exhibit the city’s unique blend of Eastern and Western culture.

Ms. Lam, one of the local visitors, said, “l have no idea so many colonial school buildings
are declared monuments. | look forward to more themed events on heritage conservation.”

Ms. Laurent from France visited a few historic Chinese study halls in Yuen Long.
She remarked, “| like these buildings and they are so special to me. The decorations
on roof ridges and wall friezes make me realise the attention to details in
Chinese architecture.”

To enhance the public’s interest and understanding in local heritage, complimentary
pamphlets were distributed at the featured historic buildings during the event period.
Some of the participating school buildings offered free guided tours. Visitors were also
encouraged to collect special stamps at the participating schools and study halls after
they completed their journey of heritage exploration.

Mr. Hung, who visited a study hall with his daughter, said “the stamp collection is wonderful
with a unique stamp for each participating site.” Mr. Hung found the event very
educational and he hoped that there will be similar events organised in future.

For details about upcoming heritage activities and events, please visit the heritage
conservation website: http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/news.htm
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