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A Newsletter on Revitalisation
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REVITALISING HISTORIC BUILDINGS THROUGH PARTNERSHIP

SCHEME BATCH IV

4 HISTORIC BUILDINGS NOW OPEN FOR APPLICATION
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The Commissioner for Heritage’s Office of the Development Bureau announced the
latest batch of the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme
(Revitalisation Scheme) at a press conference on 16 December 2013, to invite
proposals from non-profit-making organisations for 4 historic buildings under Batch IV
of the scheme.

Mr. Paul Chan, the Secretary for Development, remarked in his speech that the
Advisory Committee will assess the applications with a marking scheme composed of
different criteria, including social value of the proposals. “We would not simply look at
the proposals’ financial viability, but also on their objectives, benefits to the community
and the tangible or intangible social value,” he said. “Public access and enjoyment is
one of the key considerations in the selection of projects for the Revitalisation Scheme.
Applicants should open the whole or part of the historic building to the public for
appreciation provided that the social enterprise operation therein is not affected,”
Mr. Chan added.

The 4 historic buildings under Batch IV of the Revitalisation Scheme are No. 12 School
Street, the Old Dairy Farm Senior Staff Quarters on Pok Fu Lam Road, Lady Ho Tung
Welfare Centre in Kwu Tung, Sheung Shui, and King Yin Lei on Stubbs Road which
is relaunched as a result of the absence of suitable reviatalisation proposals in
Batch Il of the scheme. Applications for adaptive re-use of the buildings are open from
16 December 2013 to 15 April 2014.

First launched in 2008, the Revitalisation Scheme has given new lease of life to
12 local historic+buildings under the first 3 batches. Among the 6 projects under
Batch which have already come.intesogeration, 2 of them — Savannah College of Art
and Design (Hon Mgrﬁn‘;e%ﬁorth owloon Magistracy) and Tai O Heritage Hotel
i i Honourable Mention and an Award of Merit
l Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation
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4 HISTORIC BUILDINGS UNDER BATCH IV OF REVITALISATION SCHEME

No. 12 School Street - Grade lll Historic Building

The building at No. 12 School Street was reconstructed in 1949 to replace pre-war
building "Hung Shing Yi Hok” founded in the late Qing Dynasty, which was severely
destroyed when Hong Kong came under Japanese rule. After the war, the school was
reconstructed on the same site. A stone tablet commemorating the re-opening of
the school in 1949 is affixed on its external wall.

The architectural style of the building is “International Modernism”, the main features
of which are cubic shapes, flat roof, white walls, steel windows, horizontal projected
canopies and ornamental ironwork balustrade. Windows are fitted with ornamental
ironwork grilles.

Old Dairy Farm Senior Staff Quarters - Grade | Historic Building

Old Dairy Farm Senior Staff Quarters were built in 1887 and used to be the dwelling
house of the farm manager. Situated in the north-western corner of the former
cowshed compound of the Old Dairy Farm, it is one of the oldest of the remaining
Dairy Farm buildings in Hong Kong.

The Quarters comprise the Main Building, the Servants’ Quarters and the Garage
Block. The Main Building is a 2-storey building. The lower or ground floor storey has
thick granite block walls pierced at regular intervals by circular bull’s eye windows for
ventilation. The other two outbuildings, the Servants’ Quarters and Garage Block both
have double-roll Chinese tile pitched roofs.
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Lady Ho Tung Welfare Centre - Grade Il Historic Building

Lady Ho Tung Welfare Centre is a mixed Chinese and Western style building complex
situated in Kwu Tung. Construction started in 1932 and was completed in 1933. Previously
a Government welfare centre, the centre mainly served as a maternity centre and a
sanatorium for Indian soldiers from 1934 to 1973. It was also a general out-patients
clinic until 2005 and was one of the first rural clinics established in the New Territories.

Lady Ho Tung Welfare Centre is a complex composed of the Main Block and the
Bungalow. Both blocks are of single storey. Its architectural style is “Arts and Crafts”.
The Main Block is emphasised with a huge hip and gable roof with curling ends, which
is finished with local Chinese tiles arranged in double rolls. The roof of the Bungalow is
hipped. Both roofs are supported by a timber truss system.

King Yin Lei - Declared Monument

Originally named “Hei Lo”, King Yin Lei was built in 1937. It was renamed as
“King Yin Lei” after the residence was sold in 1978. The mansion is one of the
residences in the Mid-Levels of significant historical value, reflecting the rising status
and growing wealth of the Chinese community in those days in Hong Kong.

The complex includes the Main Building, the Annex Block, the Garage, the Subsidiary
Building, the Pavilion and the Swimming Pool, etc, demonstrating design and
construction excellence in both Chinese and Western architecture. The Main Building
follows the traditional three-sided courtyard house layout commonly found in
South China. The external walls are mainly made of distinctively fine red
fair-faced brickwork. The roofs are built by Chinese roofing tiles in traditional
overlapping form. Advanced building techniques were applied, such as using
reinforced concrete to replace the traditional wooden structural roof members.
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OPEN DAYS FOR APPLICANTS

Free open days with guided tours for the 4 historic buildings were arranged from 14 to
17 January for prospective applicants. The 4-day event attracted around 200 people
from over 60 organisations who came to learn more about the historic background,
architectural features, building structures and limitations in operation of the historic
buildings for the preparation of their adaptive re-use proposals.

WORKSHOP FOR APPLICANTS

A workshop was also held on 24 January at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre,
to explain details of the scheme and its application procedures. Representatives
from Advisory Committee on Revitalisation of Historic Buildings, Commissioner for
Heritage’s Office of the Development Bureau, Antiquities and Monuments Office,
Architectural Services Department, Buildings Department and Planning Department
attended the workshop to explain major technical problems which might be
encountered in revitalising the historic buildings, suggest possible solutions and
answer participants’ enquiries. The workshop attracted over 100 participants from
more than 50 organisations.
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“HISTORY IN PRINTS: THE 1911 REVOLUTION IN GUANGDONG”
READ GUANGDONG REVOLUTIONARY HISTORY LIKE AN OPEN BOOK
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Success of the 1911 Revolution marked the beginning of China’s republican era.
Guangdong was the origin of the revolution, where new ideas and information were
disseminated to every province across the country. “History in Prints: The 1911
Revolution in Guangdong” is taking place from 29 November 2013 to 14 May 2014
at Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum, featuring Guangdong’s contribution to the success of the
revolution that changed the future of the nation.

The exhibition is presented by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department and the
Sun Yat-sen Library of Guangdong Province, and organised by the Dr Sun Yat-sen
Museum. Showcasing around 100 artefacts and historical photos provided by the
Sun Yat-sen Library of Guangdong Province, the exhibition is a lively portrait of how
Sun Yat-sen and other like-minded individuals spread the revolutionary ideas from
Guangdong. Valuable exhibits include manuscripts, correspondence, journals
published in Guangdong and Hong Kong, as well as books, image records,
publications and postcards.

“History in Prints: The 1911 Revolution in Guangdong” Exhibition

Date: 29 November 2013 — 14 May 2014

Venue: 1/F, Exhibition Gallery, Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum

Tel.: 2367 6373

Website: www.lesd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/sysm/en/permanent_exh_print.php
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Under Batch | of “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme”
(Revitalisation Scheme), YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel has been talk of the town
since its soft launch in October 2013. The Grade Il historic building has been patronised
by over 38,000 visitors who came to explore Hong Kong's first and only remaining
resettlement block. The Grand Opening of YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel took place
on 20 December, marking a new beginning of the historic landmark.

Mr. C Y Leung, Chief Executive, HKSAR, accompanied by guests including
Mr. Paul Chan, the Secretary for Development, Mr. Michael Wong, Chairman of
Executive Committee of Hong Kong Youth Hostels Association (HKYHA) and
Mr. Bernard Chan, Chairman of Advisory Committee on Revitalisation-of Historic
Buildings officiated the opening ceremony. Mr. Paul Chan regarded Mei Ho House
as a role model for local revitalisation projects. “Mei Ho House established an alumni
network. Old residents of Mei Ho House, Shek Kip Mei Estate and Sham Shui Po were
invited to be part of the project by donating displayed objects, providing oral history
accounts and. participating as docents. It strengthened the neighbourhood bonding
that contributed to the preservation of local culture and collective memories. Other than
a government or YHA project, Mei Ho House is transformed into a project of the
Sham Shui Po community,” Mr. Chan remarked. After the ceremony, Mr. C Y Leung
visited Mei Ho House, Fullcup Café, the store and nostalgic themed room.

To further the understanding of Hong Kong public housing development, features and
living community of Mei Ho House, public are welcome to join its free guided tours.
For details, please visit: www.meihohouse.hk/eng/booking.php
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LIVING WITNESS OF YUEN LONG'S DEVELOPMENT
HUNG SHING TEMPLE REOPENS WITH GRANT FROM MAINTENANCE SCHEME
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www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/maintenance/inform_app.htm

{8 {&%i Before restoration 1 {&# After restoration Built at Hang Mei Tsuen of Ping Shan 250 years ago, Hung Shing Temple is a witness
of Yuen Long’s transformation from a rural area into a new town. The centuries-old,
privately-owned temple was offered grants for its maintenance works in 2011 and
2013 respectively by Financial Assistance for Maintenance Scheme (“the Maintenance
Scheme”) under the Commissioner for Heritage’s Office. The grants successfully prevented
the Grade Il historic building from deteriorating due to lack of maintenance.

Hung Shing Temple was built by the Tang clan in 1764, during the Qianlong reign of Qing
dynasty. The existing structure was rebuilt in the 5" year of the Tongzhi reign (1866).
Substantial renovation work was carried out in 1963. Legend has it that Hung Shing was
an honourable governor of the Tang dynasty. After his death he was widely worshipped,
especially by fishermen, traders and people whose livelihoods depend largely on the sea.
As Ping Shan is a low-lying area threatened by typhoons and floods, Hung Shing has
been worshipped for over two centuries for protection.

Hung Shing Temple is a Qing vernacular architecture constructed mainly of green bricks
with two-hall-one-courtyard plan. Decorated with paintings and carvings of auspicious
symbols including Ruilong and flowers, the temple houses the statues of Hung Shing,
Earth God and Chun Fu as the deities for security and harvest. Hung Shing Festival on
the 13" day of the second lunar month is the annual celebration of the temple.

The centuries-old temple was once infested by ants that threatened its architectural
features. To prevent the structure from deteriorating, the temple applied for the
Maintenance Scheme which offered grants that fully covered its restoration and
electrical system upgrade. The maintenance work was carried out under the guidance
of the Antiquities and Monuments Office, as well as supervision of the Centre for
Architectural Heritage Research of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Hung Shing
Temple was reopened to public and visitors on 25 November 2013.

For opening details, please visit: www.heritage.gov.hk/en/maintenance/inform_app.htm
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MASTER CLASS DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES
LEADING BUILDERS SHARE EXPERIENCE IN HERITAGE CONSERVATION
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With stringent requirement in materials and techniques, heritage conservation is
a highly sophisticated architectural topic. The Commissioner for Heritage’s Office of
the Development Bureau, Antiquities and Monuments Office, Architectural Conservation
Programme of the University of Hong Kong, Cultural Heritage Management Programme
of HKU SPACE, and Construction Industry Council (CIC) co-organised a series | of

4 lectures themed “Master Class Distinguished Lecture Series: Master Builders on
Materials and Techniques of Conservation Projects in Mainland China and Hong Kong”,
aiming to gather specialists from Mainland and Hong Kong to share their experience on
technigues and materials for heritage conservation.

HEZEK] EHAZE o B HEEREE200 A2

ke

H#pS5m B2 A 23 A B - (REASKNEE
SEHEPLEIT - FEFELH
www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events_38.htm

Themed “Materials and Techniques of Heritage Buildings in Southern China”,
the first lecture was held on 18 January with Mr. Charles Wong, Director of Training
and Development of CIC attended to give a welcome speech. Professor Tang Guohua,
Professor of Architecture of Guangzhou University was invited to share his insights
on “Roof construction of heritage buildings in Southern China”, followed by
the analysis of “Feng Shui Construction of Heritage Buildings in Southern China”
by Professor Cheng Jianjun, Professor of Architecture of South China University of
Technology. The lecture was attended by over 200 people.

The 3 upcoming lectures will be held in February and March 2014 at HKU SPACE
Admiralty Learning Centre. For details please visit:
www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events_38.htm

REdL S HEZAYEH B E i Materials and Techniques of Heritage Buildings in Northern China
B Date: 2A22H (7X) T4 EXLK 22 February (Sat) 2-5pm
(1) PELS HRZEEHE Brick and Tile Construction of Heritage Buildings in Northern China
(BIRA] o4 AREEF B2 EETEE M. Liu Dake, Council and Academic Committee Member, Chinese Society of Architectural History)
(2) REEFEHBZAEEE Wood Construction of Heritage Buildings in Northern China
(BB A bR ERESEEZFHZEI R  Mr. Ma Bingjian, Director, Beijing Centre of Research and Design of Ancient Architecture)

% %= Session 2

AR R EME B it Materials and Techniques of Western Conservation
B A Date: 3A8H(7X) T4 —BFELKF 8 March (Sat) 2-5pm

(1) LisEX MR EHTEEWMEIEFEH Materials and Techniques of Western Heritage Buildings in Shanghai
(Andrea Destefanisst 4 _E/&Kokai Studios&ISZ A Mr. Andrea Destefanis, Founder, Kokai Studios, Shanghai)

(2) FREXXMEENHEEMEIEEH Materials and Techniques of Western Heritage Buildings in Hong Kong
(Brian Andersont 4 Purcell Hong Kong &% A Mr. Brian Anderson, Partner, Purcell Hong Kong)

% %= Session 3

PEX B # Chinese and Western Landscape Architecture

A #A Date: 3A29H (7X) TH—RFELEF 29 March (Sat) 2-5pm

(1) BREREERPEI R EH Materials and Techniques of Western Landscape Conservation
(Ken Nicolsonf& 1= &/E A SEE X YRERIE U S EZRR B WL BT RIEIZ0E  Dr. Ken Nicolson, Associate Professor in Cultural
Landscapes and Conservation Materials and Techniques, ACP, HKU)

(2) IHEHEEEYMEI R  Materials and Techniques of Suzhou-style Chinese Gardens
(FEHL+ mINEREREBROBRARATEE Ms. Huang Qin, Chief Engineer, Suzhou Garden Development Co., Ltd.)

% %M Session 4
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