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Blackhead Point Signal Tower, Race Course Fire Memorial and
Facade of Old Mental Hospital at High Street to be Proposed as Declared Monuments
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Blackhead Point Signal Tower
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Race Course Fire Memorial
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Fagade of the Old Mental Hospital

he Antiquities Advisory Board supported the declaration of three historic buildings,

namely the Signal Tower at Blackhead Point (Tai Pau Mai) in Tsim Sha Tsui, the Race
Course Fire Memorial at So Kon Po and the facade of the Old Mental Hospital at High
Street in SaiYing Pun, as monuments at its meeting on 4 June, 2015. If this proposed
declaration is approved, a notice will be published in the Gazette and the number of
declared monuments in Hong Kong will increase to 111.

Built in 1907 by the Hong Kong Observatory, the Signal Tower is situated in Signal
Hill Garden at Blackhead Point (Tai Pau Mai). The tower incorporates Classical Baroque
design and Edwardian decorative features, which are rarely found in Hong Kong. It is
one of only two purpose-built structures in Hong Kong equipped with a time-ball device,
which provided a precise time signal to the mariners at sea and the general public within
sight of the tower.

The Race Course Fire Memorial was erected in 1922 to pay respect to the victims who
died in the tragic Race Course Fire that broke out on 26 February, 1918. The memorial
is located on a steep slope planted with bamboo groves. The memorial comprises
three terraces: two pavilions on the topmost terrace, the central Memorial Arch on the
middle terrace and a pair of pagodas built on the lowest terrace. The Race Course Fire
Memorial was designed by Mr Ho Sheung, who, in a highly-skilled manner, combined
both traditional Chinese architectural features as well as \Western Classical elements.

Completed in 1892, the Old Mental Hospital at No. 2 High Street was originally designed
and constructed as the Medical Staff Quarters of the Government Civil Hospital. It
served as a mental hospital from 1939 to 1961 and then as an out-patient clinic for
the mentally ill from 1961 to 1971. The building’s fagade is one of the oldest surviving
structures. It has been preserved intact and has borne witness to the development of
mental care services in Hong Kong. This is a rare piece of Early-Baroque architecture in
Hong Kong, particularly as it is so accurately constructed with local materials.

) Commissioner for Heritage’s Office
" Development Bureau
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Blackhead Point Signal Tower
Year Built: 1907

Location: Blackhead Point (Tai Pau Mai),
Tsim ShaTsui

Architectural Features:

e A square-shaped building with elegant
chamfered corners

* Red bricks laid in English Bond style
with contrasting lightercoloured local
granite

* Decorative entrance with segmental
arch, pediment, key stone and pilasters

e |arge windows with carved granite
surrounds and decorative key stones
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Race Course Fire Memorial
Year Built: 1922

Location: So Kon Po
Architectural Features:

e Each terrace is paved with granite slabs
and includes balustraded parapets,
which is connected by flights of granite
steps

e  Upper Terrace: the two octagonal, two-
storey pavilions are roofed with Chinese
green glazed tiles and supported by
eight slender columns of reinforced
concrete

* Central Terrace: the Memorial Arch
is formed by three archways, each
with a green glazed tiled roof, pairs of
glazed ceramic dragonfish and celestial
pearls; each bay consists of a Classical
ltalianate granite niche, containing
marble memorial plaques

e |ower Terrace: a pair of octagonal,
three-storey pagodas
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Facade of the 0ld Mental Hospital at ‘2
High Street

Year Built: 1892

Location: 2 High Street, SaiYing Pun
Architectural Features:

e Heavy Early-Baroque features including
wide arched verandah and a level of
rusticated granite blocks built at the
bottom

e The fine dressed ashlar mouldings,
cornices, quoins and band courses
provide an elegant contrast to the
heavy rustic granite blocks

e Further graceful effects are achieved
by the use of pediments, pinnacles,
decorative parapets and ornamental
wrought-ironwork balustrading to the
verandah
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CNN Reports on Revitalised Work at PMQ
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i H EW%CNN%HS (www.cnn.com) B he HKSAR Government is committed to putting local historic buildings into

http://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/07/28/ good adaptive re-use for the benefit of the public. The Government's effort

transformations-hong-kong-pmg-stevens-pkg.cnn in revitalisation has attracted attention of international media. The Secretary
for Development, Mr Paul Chan, talked to CNN about the revitalisation work at
PMQ.

Mr Chan told CNN that the revitalisation of PMQ is a reflection of the public's
desire to conserve built heritage and have a better understanding of the past.
He said that revitalisation has injected a new lease of life to the buildings.

Mr Chan described PMQ as a Hong Kong icon and one of the most distinctive
landmarks in the Central and Western district. PMQ has attracted a lot of
visitors and become a destination for people interested in design and art. This
revitalisation project has also given the area additional characters. “When you
visit these heritage buildings, they ate no longer just skyscrapers, financial

I I Ei ' m ' ! E centres or busy business districts, but a way of life," he added.
' The Chairman of PMQ Management Co. Ltd, Mr Stanley Chu, also said in the

ﬂ‘a"{fs e interview that the creative industry is growing, into a new economic pillar and
FORM NN PMQ is a place where entrepreneurs-of the future are created.

The interview can be viewed at CNN website (www.cnn.com):
http://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2015/07/28/transformations-hong-kong-
pma-stevens-pkg.cnn
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PMQ is a Grade 3 historic building and was originally the home of the Central School built in
1889. It was rebuilt into the first Police Married Quarters for married rank and file officers in 1951.
In 2014, the building commenced operations as PMQ, which is a platform for more than 100
designersand “create-preneurs” The project was honoured with the “ Special Architecture Award
— Heritage and Adaptive Reuse” in the Hong Kong Institute of Architects Annual Awards 2014.
For information on PMQ, please visit: www.pmg.org.hk
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Situated on Stubbs Road, Mid-Levels, King Yin Lei held its first
round of public open days on 25-26 July and 22-23 August. As
these open days were well received, another round of public open
days will be held on 19-20 September and 24-25 October. Members
of the public are welcome to visit this declared monument, which is a
rare example of Chinese Renaissance architecture, for free.

A total of 14,400 admission tickets for these four public open days
will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis at the Hong
Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, the Museum of Tea Ware and the
Hong Kong Heritage Museum on 5-6 September.

Originally named “Hei Lo’ this 1937-built mansion was renamed “King
Yin Lei” after it was sold in 1978. The mansion represents an earlier
phase of Hong Kong history, during which the Chinese community
rose in status and grew its wealth. It was also during this time when
the Chinese-dominated upperclass residential area took shape in
Mid-Levels. Rich in Chinese architectural features with the Western
architecture’s influence in structure, material, and plan, King Yin Lei
reflects the design and construction excellence in both Chinese and
Western architecture in Hong Kong's pre-war period.

For details about King Yin Lei open days, please visit
www.heritage.gov.hk, call 2848 6230 or email to kyl@devb.gov.hk.



www.heritage.gov.hk
mailto:kyl%40devb.gov.hk?subject=kyl%40devb.gov.hk
http://www.heritage.gov.hk
mailto:kyl%40devb.gov.hk?subject=kyl%40devb.gov.hk

[2015H R AHESR | +A#H

“Heritage Fiesta 2015" to be Staged in October
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http://www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events.htm

he Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau will host the

"Heritage Fiesta 2015" this October and November, featuring over 20 historic
buildings serving as arts and cultural venues. The buildings include the Savannah College
of Art and Design (Hong Kong), Jao Tsung-I Academy, Oil, Sam Tung Uk Museum, Asia
Society Hong Kong Center.

The annual “Heritage Fiesta’] now in its fifth year, features a different theme every
year, for example, the event featured churches and temples in 2014 whereas in 2013
the focus was schools and study halls.

To enhance the public understanding of these historic buildings, participating historic
buildings will be open to the public for visits during specific opening hours, and
guided tours will be available at designated buildings. In addition, there will be a photo
exhibition. Complimentary pamphlets will also be distributed during the event period.

Information about the “Heritage Fiesta 2015" will be uploaded by the end of
September to: http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events.htm
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Haw Par SummerFest 2015 Composed a Summer of Fun and Music
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A easit: www.hawparmusic.org

The Grade | Haw Par Mansion, a project in Batch IlI of
“Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership
Scheme? is intended to complete its revitalisation in
2017 to provide a cultural environment for learning
Western and Chinese music. Prior to its re-opening,
in 2014 Haw Par Music Foundation initiated a three-
year music-education project, Haw Par SummerFest,
which aims to offer social outreaching music
programmes to the community.

Currently in its second year, this fabulous
SummerFest offered a five-day Summer String
Orchestra Camp themed “The Russian Masters"” for
young string players aged from 12 to 18 i
a high note on 9 August, the participati
had an opportunity to play a selectio
by some of the best Russian comp
Culminating Concert, alongside their
musicians from Canada’s Koerner Quarte

also performed and
at the concert.

lights on the Haw Par Sum
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Photo Exhibition Featuring UNESCO Awarded Historic Buildings at
Youth Square
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he roving photo exhibition “TIMELESS

archiCULTURE - UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation:
14 award-winning projects of Hong Kong
organised by the Commissioner for
Heritage's Office of the Development
Bureau, was well received with about
140,000 visitors last year. The Youth Square
in Chai Wan staged the exhibition this
XRE TIERRR © August, showcasing-the achievements of
i A B R ST AL TS A B 38 e Hong Kong's herit.age cc.)hservation works.
HEAFERGEETLARRN The UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards aim at

HIABE R AT SHES recognising and encouraging private and

RS EIREEE o Z#IEE 2000557 B public-private heritage conservation projects in the region. Since its establishment
K EELEMEBEEES  AES—8 DE(LE in 2000, 14 projects from Hong Kong won the Awards including two projects
RS EETE]] #Savannah College of Art and under Batch | of “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme’ the
Design BEHRRARYEE - MIEEA 5 RE Savannah College of Art and Design (Hong Kong) and the Tai O Heritage Hotel. They

(Bagm e T IE B BRI received the Honourable Mention and the Award of Merit respectively.

. . _ These 14 projects not only reflect the cultural diversity of Hong Kong, but also

EI1MERRIEE MERMEBNZ T - TRE : : : , e , : ;
. g display the wide range of local and innovative revitalisation achievements in the city.
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Hung Shing Temple Ohel Leah Synagogue King Law Ka Shuk The Hong Kong Catholic Cathedral of St. Joseph's Chapel
The Immaculate Conception
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Tung Wah Coffin Home St. Andrew’s Church Liu Ying Lung Study Hall Little Hong Kong Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre
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EEREZBRAXNERE BBRE KNEE B S0 Savannah College of Art and Design & 7891 KB W 5
Béthanie Campus, The Hong Kong Academy of Visual Arts of Hong Kong Baptist University Savannah College of Art and Design (Hong Kong) Tai O Heritage Hotel

Academy for Performing Arts
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