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Plaque-Unveiling Ceremony for Race Course Fire Memorial
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o mark the monument declaration of the Race Course Fire

Memorial, a plaque-unveiling ceremony was held on 25
January at the hillside above Hong Kong Stadium at So Kon Po ,
in Wan Chai. Officiating guests included Mr Paul Chan, Secretary |
for Development, and Ms Maisy Ho, Chairman of the Tung :
Wah Group of Hospitals. The grandson of Mr Ho Sheung, Chief |
Designer of the Race Course Fire Memorial, Mr Ho Cham, also &=
attended the ceremony. | =

In his speech, Mr Paul Chan praised the Tung Wah Group of —_
Hospitals for its generous and immediate response to the disaster-
relief work after the tragic Race Course Fire on 26 February 1918
and its lead in the construction of the Memorial. He also thanked
the Hong Kong Jockey Club for its generous donations for the
Memorial’s maintenance.

With this declaration, the number of declared monuments in
Hong Kong reaches 111. Historic buildings which are declared
monuments under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
(Chapter 53) are given statutory protection. Any person who
would like to conduct works at declared monuments must get prior permission from the Antiquities Authority (i.e. Secretary for Development).

For the full list of declared monuments, please visit: http://www.amo.gov.hk/en/monuments.php
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he Race Course Fire Memorial was erected in 1922 to pay

respect to the victims who died in the tragic Race Course
Fire on 26 February 1918. The Memorial combined both
traditional Chinese architectural features as well as Western
Classical elements. It is the only memorial in Hong Kong to
commemorate this tragic event.
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Location & Transportation:
Location: So Kon Po, Wan Chai

Recommended Transportation: j

Take bus 5B or 936 and get off at “Hong Kong Stadium,
Eastern Hospital Road” stop, then cross the Hong Kong
Stadium Car Park (Outdoor) and walk up the stairs for
about 15 — 20 minutes
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Race Course Fire Memorial
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Music Performances at Historic Buildings Held from January to April
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n support of the “Appreciate Hong
Kong” Campaign, the Commissioner

for Heritage's Ofﬂce of the Dev_elopmerjt BREERSEEER
Bureau has organised outdoor live music @z EZRA
pel’fOI’manCeS at four historic bUI'dlﬂgS Outdoor Music Performance at Historic Building
The concerts take place at weekends @Stone Houses Family Gavden

. puDate 201654 A 248 (2H8R) &#*m&*i‘ﬁi*
from January to April. Members of the 24 Apil 2016 (Sun) s Ofice Wondind Qultt
public are welcome to enjoy the free Tl .
performances and appreciate the city's e W vty oy

No. 133 Junction Road
Kowloon City

rich heritage accompanied by delightful
music.

The first two performances ended on a
high note at YHA Mei Ho House Youth . T 5 L o e

Hostel in Shek Kip Mei and Green M P e e
Hub in Tai Po in January and February : ;
respectively. Performance by the Haw
Par Music Foundation will be staged at
PMQ on 19 March and the Music Office
Woodwind Quintet's music showcase
will be held at the Stone Houses Family
Garden on 24 April. Please stay tuned!
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Sounds of Music at Mei Ho House and Green Hub
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The first concert of the “Music Performances at Historic Buildings Series” was held
on 31 January at YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel. This was also a celebration for
YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel receiving the recognition from the UNESCO Asia-
Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation.

The concert, a collaboration of the Commissioner for Heritage's Office and Asian
Young Musician's Connection (AYMC), received a positive public response. AYMC
brought to the audience talented musicians from the Hong Kong Crossroads
Ensemble, who played music beautifully written by five rising-star composers who
are young students, including Pineapple Bun and Nightmare of Toilet. The pieces
reflected the old days of Mei Ho House in 1960s and 1970s.

A customer at the Fullcupcafé of Mei Ho House found the music performance
nicely matched with the ambience of the YHA Mei Ho House. Miss Chan said, “It
was cozy to listen to live music while dining here. | look forward to more music
performances at historic buildings.”

Visitor Mr Lam and his girlfriend also agreed that the music performance brought
rich enjoyment. He said he definitely enjoyed music performances in an open
courtyard than in a theatre.
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The second show was held at the Green Hub (Old Tai Po Police Station) on 21 February.
Co-presented by the Hong Kong Arts Centre and the Kung Music Workshop under
the Jockey Club Street Music Series, the show delivered extraordinary music
experiences to the public.

Playing on the green lawn with a heritage backdrop, the musical line-up featured
Jonathan Yang (Acoustic), Pao Kwan Ying & Friends (Chinese Music) and Hakgwai
(Experimental Music), who shared their passion for music on a delightful Sunday
afternoon. The day was also highlighted by a co-op market and handicraft workshops
to promote low carbon living.

“This is certainly a great activity for people who are looking for a green and relaxing
weekend. My husband is a culture and history lover. We enjoyed the walk at the
Green Hub and appreciated the melodic atmosphere,” said Mrs Wong, who was
visiting the Green Hub with her husband.

http://www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events_46.htm

For details on the music performances, please visit: http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events_46.htm
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YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel Receives Cultural Heritage

Conservation Award
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HA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel received the Honourable Mention

in the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation last September in recognition of its success in injecting
a new lease of life into the site, as well as its contribution to the local
community's cultural and historical life.

YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel hosted an award presentation
ceremony on 29 January. Mr Paul Chan, Secretary for Development;
Ms Himalchuli Gurung, Head of Culture Unit of UNESCO Office for
East Asia; Mr Terry Liu, Chairman of the Executive Committee of
Hong Kong Youth Hostels Association (HKYHA); Mr Michael Wong,
Ex-Chairman and Member of the Executive Committee of HKYHA,
and Mr Ambrose Cheung, Chairman of Sham Shui Po District Council,
attended the ceremony.

In his speech, Mr Paul Chan said this successful revitalisation project
not only represented the thriving adaptive re-use of a government-
owned historic building, but also preserved an important chapter in the
social history of Hong Kong. He added that upon completion of more

0, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel|
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revitalisation projects, there will be more cultural landmarks like YHA
Mei Ho House Youth Hostel in Hong Kong.

Ms Himalchuli Gurung also praised the project for having a catalytic
impact in the larger renewal of Shek Kip Mei as one of the city’s new
cultural hubs. It also demonstrates the enduring value of the modern
typology of social housing.

YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel is the third project under Batch |
of the “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme”
winning a UNESCO award. Other winners include Savannah College
of Art and Design (Hong Kong) (2011, Honourable Mention) and Tai
O Heritage Hotel (2013, Award of Merit). Hong Kong has received a
total of 16 UNESCO awards since its inauguration in 2000.

Mei Ho House, a 1954-built Grade Il historic building, is currently
the only remaining Mark | “H-shaped” resettlement block of 1950s
vintage in Hong Kong. It was revitalised to become YHA Mei Ho
House Youth Hostel with 129 rooms and opened in December 2013.
The hostel has drawn more than 510,000 visitors since its opening.

For guided tours of the hostel, please visit:
https://www.yha.org.hk/eng/meihohouse/booking.php
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rom the City of Victoria to an international financial

hub, the Central District has been at the heart of
Hong Kong's development history. To explore different
dimensions of the unique Central District, City
Gallery has launched the “City Impression@Central”
programme Series.

The programme kick-started with a special exhibition
jointly presented by the Planning Department and the
Hong Kong Heritage Project (HKHP), with the support
from the Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the
Development Bureau, the Kadoorie Estates Limited
and the HKU Architectural Conservation Programmes.

The exhibition, running until April, depicts the story of
Central from different perspectives, including trading,
administration, transportation, public space, as well
as streets and lives. It also brings together precious
photographs and videos from HKHP's Archive,
selected works by renowned photographer Mr Chak
Wai-leung, and plastic brick models creatively crafted
by young enthusiasts.

The “City Impression@Central” programme series also
ties in with the “Appreciate Hong Kong” Campaign,
which encourages people to appreciate and learn
more about different aspects of Hong Kong from an
enthusiastic and positive perspective.
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Exhibition Date: 23 December 2015 — 4 April 2016
Venue: G/F and 3/F City Gallery, 3 Edinburgh Place, Central, Hong Kong

Opening Hours: 10am — 6pm, closed on Tuesdays except public holidays
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In addition to the thematic exhibition, the
through different activities in place.
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"“City Impression@Central” further explores the uniqueness of Central together with the public

PublicTalks (January, February, April 2016)

The talk, themed “Landscapes and
Lives of Old Central”, was presented
by local-history researcher, Mr
Cheng Po-hung, on 23 January at
City Gallery. With his childhood
and works closely related to the
Central District, Mr Cheng has a
strong attachment to the place. He
introduced the district’s history and
evolution with his collection of old
photos and postcards.

Another talk on “The Colonial

Architectural Heritage of Central

District: The Urban Infrastructural

Basis for Today's Hong Kong"” took place on 27 February. It was lectured by Dr Lee Ho Yin, the
Associate Professor and Head of Division of Architectural Conservation Programmes of HKU, and
also the Founding Vice-President of The Hong Kong Institute of Architectural Conservationists. The
talk focused on selected heritage buildings in Central District and explained how they influenced
Hong Kong's current infrastructure.

The last talk on the major revitalisation projects in Central will be held in April.

BTEBBAEREIELS (201656F1AE3H) Family Plastic Brick Model Workshops (January — March 2016)

TEHERENEMNAEREXEME  BAMEEBRIE The workshops target children aged 6 to 12 and their parents.
BBRIEAER  RTRAERHHIE - 2NETREHITIED They allow participants to explore different angles of the
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Central District by building plastic brick model. Participants
can also join a free guided tour after each workshop.

Site Walk Central (March 2016)

EENER3A 128 R19B 81T - HEARBEFETIRMELEIRE - Two walks on 12 March and 19 March will give the public an opportunity
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to experience the rich cultural heritage of Central District's built
environment.

SHMEZERE [HTEHR@PIR] WEHE - 8% © http://www.citygallery.gov.hk/tc/to-participate/backto_activities.html -

35 5B Facebook® B (http:/goo.gl/GrvdD1) + sk ZXE 3102 1242 °

For more program details of “City Impression@Central’, please visit: http://www.citygallery.gov.hk/en/to-participate/backto_activities.html,
City Gallery's Facebook Page (http://goo.gl/GrvdD1) or call 3102 1242.
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