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Blue House Cluster wins Award of Excellence of UNESCO Asia-Pacific

Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation
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Marking a glorious milestone in the history
of heritage conservation in Hong Kong, the
revitalisation of the Blue House Cluster has won the
Award of Excellence at this year's UNESCO Asia-
Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation. It
is the first time a built heritage conservation project
in Hong Kong has received this top honour.

The jury citation described the project as “a
triumphant validation for a truly inclusive approach
to urban conservation” The jury was impressed that
“at the heart of the project were the residents, who
stayed on-site for the duration of the construction
activities by special arrangement, ensuring minimum
disruption to their lives as well as their full involvement
throughout the process. This unprecedented civic
effort to protect marginalised local heritage in one of
the world's most high-pressure real estate markets is
an inspiration for other embattled urban districts in the
region and beyond.”

A spokesman for the Commissioner for Heritage's
Office of the Development Bureau said, “This
award not only recognises our efforts in heritage
conservation, but also proves that our adaptive re-
use of government-owned historic buildings is up
to international standards. The award also affirms
the 'Retain House and Tenant' concept, under
which the network of old tenants together with the
historic buildings are retained during the process
of preservation. Through the active participation of
the local community during revitalisation, we have
achieved the very best conservation proposal.”

The Blue House Cluster is one of the projects
under Batch Il of the Revitalising Historic Buildings
Through Partnership Scheme (R-Scheme). It mainly
comprises three tenement buildings, namely the
Blue House, the Yellow House and the Orange
House, which were constructed between the 1920s
to the 1950s. The compound has been revitalised
into Viva Blue House, a multi-functional complex
providing residential accommodation as well as
cultural, educational and community services.
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Out of 43 submissions, 16 projects from six countries — Australia,China, India, Iran, New Zealand, and Singapore — were recognised at this
year's Heritage Awards by an international panel of conservation experts.

16115 2€18 8 % 5|5 : The 16 awarded projects are:

i H % Award of Excellence:

o HEIRBFAITHEEERER
Blue House Cluster, Hong Kong SAR, China

¢t H 18 5 28 Award of Distinction:

o EHREMERERERERE

Brookman and Moir Streets Precinct, Perth, Australia
s PR LEBE=—%

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Shanghai, China

{8 R1EH %€ Award of Merit:
e HERBEEEHE
Christ Church, Mumbai, India
o HEZBEERTEIR
Royal Bombay Opera House, Mumbai, India
o ENEHTE R MAT 2R H AEE AT R ORSF

Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple, Srirangam, India BNEShErRE RERERE
o NFEEBHMBMhOIASSREE Brookman and Moir Streets Precinct,
Great Hall and Clock Tower Buildings, Arts Centre, Christchurch, New Zealand Perth, Australia

£ 3% Honourable Mention:

o EIE#E Bomonjee Hormarjee Wadia /& & [ §E1&
Bomonjee Hormarjee Wadia Fountain and Clock Tower, Mumbai, India
o HIEXRWMIEREHO
Gateways of Gohad Fort, Gohad, India
o NEEERERENERNEAE
Haveli Dharampura, Delhi, India
s HEARERBEER
Wellington Fountain, Mumbai, India
o (REARHTAZE Aftab (L8
Aftab Cultural House, Isfahan, Iran
o FIEEHMEARKE RHEAE
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd and Rectory Building, Singapore

T EE A5 Award for New Design in Heritage Contexts:

s HESEEREHEEEEYE
Jingdezhen Ceramic Industry Museum, Jingdezhen, China R EgE=—%

o MEHBEEAH Holy Trinity Cathedral, Shanghai, China
Macha Village, Gansu Province, China

o FRAM BIR AT G R BT KRB LB

Persian Gulf University — Faculty of Art & Architecture, Bushehr Province, Iran
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BH -BEKNUES BEABISEEBEUARE EhREREBRN DELE S 2K S]] » @& Savannah College of Art and Design
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Established in 2000, the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation recognises and encourages private efforts and public-
private partnerships in restoring and conserving structures and buildings of heritage value in the region. Since the launch of these awards, a
total of 18 heritage projects in Hong Kong have won, with five of them running under the R-Scheme. They are the Savannah College of Art and
Design (Hong Kong), Tai O Heritage Hotel, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, Green Hub, and Viva Blue House.

BBAREEBEBEENER - 528 E : http:/bangkok.unesco.org/content/winning-projects
For more information about this year's winning entries, please visit: http://bangkok.unesco.org/content/winning-projects
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Photo source: UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation
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2017 Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao Symposium on Adaptive Re-use of
Built Heritage Fosters Exchanges and Experience Sharing
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(From left) Mr. LiuYu-zhu, DirectorGeneral of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage;
Mr. Michael Wong, Secretary for Development of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region and Mr. Leung Hio-ming, the then President of the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the
Macao Special Administrative Region pictured at the Symposium
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rganised by the Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau, the

Symposium on Adaptive Re-use of Built Heritage — Mainland, Hong Kong and Macao
(2017) was held at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre on 29 and 30 November 2017.
Mr. Michael Wong, Secretary for Development of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region; Mr. Liu Yu-zhu, DirectorGeneral of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage;
and Mr. Leung Hio-ming, the then President of the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao
Special Administrative Region, were the officiating guests and delivered opening speeches
at the event. During this two-day symposium, relevant conservation practitioners in Hong
Kong, Mainland and Macao shared and discussed important case studies on adaptive re-
use of built heritage, and to learn from each other's successful experiences.

Mr. Michael Wong, Secretary for Development, shared Hong Kong's efforts in built
heritage conservation. Mr. Wong highlighted various initiatives being put forth, including
the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme, the Conserving Central
initiative, and the Built Heritage Conservation Fund that provides subsidies for public
education, community involvement and publicity activities, and academic research. He
added, “"We are also devoted to organising a range of educational and publicity programs,
in order to enhance the public understanding of our conservation works. \We strive to gain
support and recognition from the public to work together on revitalising valuable cultural
heritage in the city.”

Mr. LiuYu-zhu, Director-General of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, introduced
works in Mainland relating to concept, system design and implementation of making
“cultural heritage coming to life” He pointed out that the participation of specialists and
organisations is crucial in heritage conservation. “\We will continue to promote exchanges
among Mainland, Hong Kong, Macao and beyond, strengthen theoretical research and
system design, and explore ways for the community to participate in conserving cultural
heritage. It is important to integrate the cultural heritage with our community and the lives
of people so as to pass on and promote our valuable tradition and culture,” he added.
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KIEAFEESE Green Hub in Tai Po

JCEARE LU S H7% Ping Shan Heritage Trail in Yuen Long

The two-day symposium brought together around 100
conservation professionals, representatives from operators
and government, and stakeholders who are involved in
planning, policy making, preservation and the operation of
built heritage properties to review adaptive re-use projects.

Fourteen speakers from Hong Kong, Mainland and Macao
were invited. Esteemed speakers included Mr. Andrew
Lam, Chairman of Antiquities Advisory Board and Ms. Leong
Wai-man, Head of the Department of Cultural Heritage, the
Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao Special Administrative
Region. They have shared insights on the relationship
between urban planning and heritage conservation, as
well as conservation experiences in Macao respectively.
They were joined by the professionals and academics from
the Mainland who shared the examples of adaptive re-use
of historic buildings, including the case study of Kulangsu
in Xiamen. Revitalisation experiences of Green Hub and
Viva Blue House were also introduced at the event by
respresentatives from Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden
Corporation and St. James' Settlement.

To wrap up the two-day symposium, Mr. Hon Chi-keung,
Permanent Secretary for Development (Works) of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; Mr. Guan Qiang,
Deputy Director-General of the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage; and Mr. Choi Kin-long, Head of the
Division for Cultural Heritage Conservation, Department of
Cultural Heritage, the Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao
Special Administrative Region, made the closing remarks.
They addressed the key learnings from the case studies
highlighted by the speakers and reiterated the importance
of referencing each other's experiences in order to bring
inspirations and new ideas on heritage conservation and
revitalisation to different regions.

The symposium was concluded by the visits to Ping Shan
Heritage Trail in Yuen Long, Green Hub inTai Po, and Viva Blue
House in Wan Chai. Both Green Hub and Viva Blue House
are projects under the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through
Partnership Scheme which have won UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation in 2016 and 2017
respectively.
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unning from 1 October to 30 November, the Heritage Fiesta 2017 held by the

Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau has ended with
positive feedback from both visitors and participating organisations. This annual event
has been held for seven consecutive years. It aims to enhance public understanding
and appreciation of the city’s rich built heritage. Under the theme of law and order,
15 historic buildings were featured this year, including former police stations and
magistracies.

A number of historic buildings took part in the event for the first time, including David
Trench Rehabilitation Centre (Former Upper Levels Police Station), Western Magistracy
Building (Former Western Magistracy), Stewards High Rock Centre (Former Sha Tin
Police Station), Tai Po District Junior Police Call Clubhouse (Old Sheung Shui Police
Station) and the Old Stanley Police Station, which is now the Stanley Wellcome.
Responses to the guided tours were overwhelmingly positive. To bring more
enjoyment to the visitors, special stamps were available for collection as a souvenir.
Free pamphlets were also offered to visitors, allowing them to gain a more thorough
understanding of the buildings" histories.
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Mrs. Choi, a Hong Kong local who visited the Western Magistracy
Building, said, “As someone who grew up in Hong Kong, | never had

i}

m i a chance to visit the building that is known to be one of the oldest
il magistrates’ courts in Hong Kong. It is eye-opening to tour around a
— | former magistracy with traces of the court and detention cells being

well-preserved.”
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Mr. Roberts, who joined the heritage guided tour at Stewards High Rock
Centre, commented, “Having relocated to Hong Kong a few years ago, |
have always been keen on learning more about the history of the city. This
heritage event is just what | was looking for. | am interested to learn how
the building was repurposed at different periods, from a police station
to a children’s home, then a school to the current usage as a campsite.”

‘ RERFENELLINDZ TH2NGEBENRE 131 [HREEFBRNZHEDE
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Ms. Tam, who lives in Stanley, shared her thoughts after joining the guided tour. “I am a

| regular customer of the Stanley \Wellcome supermarket, but this is the first time to listen in
detail to the history behind it. | am glad that so much effort has been made to preserve and
revitalise this declared monument, so that its history and uniqueness can be revealed to
generation after generation,” she said.

MYREEENERPFRIZANCAETARN
2018 EEE#ELE | - BABNBLER AL R
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72018454 &) % : http://www.heritage.gov.
hk/tc/whatsnew/events.htm

The Commissioner for Heritage's Office will advance next year's Heritage Fiesta
schedule to June and July 2018 to showcase other historic buildings in Hong Kong
running by community serving organisations. Stay tuned to more details by visiting:
http://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events.htm at the end of May 2018.
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Public Lectures Examine Significant Built Heritage in Hong Kong

BIABE T EESENARBEDRR11ARI12 'wo public lectures on built heritage held at the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery
REBEXYHENERT - BENBRELE Centre in November and December had concluded successfully. The unique

= @é T—F3Ix4t ﬂl@ ZERESRFRLERE  history of Hong Kong has bred a range of culture and architecture which had been
B EHRENFTFTEEABELEEEZN 3  preserved and evolved over the years. Amongst these, churches and temples

ﬁ XE/Afﬁ%?ﬁ&/m)\%u‘ﬁ-?/%?ﬁlifﬂif/\ﬁﬁ%m@ constitute an important part of the city’s valuable heritage. These two lectures

£OEB00BEEENZT TE L RHELEMMER  looked specifically at the architecture of Hong Kong's churches and Chinese

WMAEZFE L L MES o temples, sharing with over 200 attendees on how these historic religious buildings
reveal important legacies of the city.
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Topic: Spiritual Places: Understand Chinese Temple Architectures of
Hong Kong

BE BAREMBEVYREZEGIERUE

Speaker: Mr. Edward Leung, Chair of Heritage and Conservation
Committee of the Hong Kong Institute of Architects
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Mr. Edward Leung introduced the design, function, layout, construction and decorations of Chinese spiritual architecture in Hong Kong.
These ranged from temple relics, to modern evolved designs, and from magisterial monasteries and abbeys that pride themselves on
their ancient official religious lineages, to local temples that worship folk deities closely interwoven with clan communities. Through
the study of these intriguing and inspiring architectural characteristics, the lecture enhanced the understanding of the traditional and
contemporary social values of the Chinese community of Hong Kong.
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Topic: A Hundred Years of Church Architecture in Hong Kong

BE BREEEMRERRELE

Speaker: Mr. Chan Tin Kuen, Writer, specialized in built heritage
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Mr. Chan Tin Kuen introduced representative examples of historic churches in Hong Kong, as well as their architectural characteristics
to the audiences. Christian missionaries of various denominations came and settled in Hong Kong, soon after the establishment of the
British colony and subsequently built churches across the territory, firstly in Central and later in other areas. Many historic churches still
survive today, some of which were dated back to the second half of the 19" century and early 20" century.
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BABB YR INERNES) - 558 E : http://www.amo.gov.hk/b5/hdc_02.php
For upcoming events held by the Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre, please visit: http://www.amo.gov.hk/en/hdc_02.php
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