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Historic Landmark Murray Building Gets New Life as Hotel
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he Central historic landmark and former government offices building, the

Murray Building, is set to enjoy a new life after being revitalised into a hotel,
named as The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel. As one of the eight projects
under the Development Bureau's “Conserving Central” initiative, this building
is now reborn as a 336-room hotel with panoramic views over the city’s Central
Business District and serene green surroundings.

A plague unveiling ceremony was held on 20 December 2017 to commemorate
the completion of the preservation of The Murray. The officiating guests included
Mrs. Carrie Lam, the Chief Executive, and Mr. Peter Woo, Chairman of WWheelock
Holdings Pte Limited. They were joined by Mr. Ron Phillips, the Murray Building's
original architect, and around 200 guests who together witnessed the important
moment.

In her speech, Mrs. Lam mentioned she was excited to return to the building
where she worked twice in her public services career. She said that the project
is unigue as it is the only commercial project under the “Conserving Central”
initiative. The project has also preserved the connectivity of the building to
various locations, including the Central Government Offices Complex, the
Champion Tower, the Hong Kong Park and the Peak Tram Station. In addition,
a historic tree, an over 100-yearold Pink and \White Shower is conserved in this
project. The tree is anticipated to become the landmark of The Murray.
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The Murray Building was completed in 1969 and was once the city's tallest
government building. It was designed with its windows meticulously oriented
to avoid intrusion of excessive direct sunlight. This design won the Certificate of
Merit of the Energy Efficient Building Award in 1994. Other outstanding design
features of the building which is surrounded by major roads on all sides, include
its vehicular entrance neatly knitted into the steep Cotton Tree Drive, as well
as its imposing three-storey arches. The building is recognized as a pioneering
example of sustainable architecture.

Mr. Woo said in his speech that Wharf's team was grateful for being given the
opportunity to take on this project. The team was inspired by the energy, facade,
arches and timelessness of the architecture. He added that they felt humbled
because the team has the responsibility to undertake this very important
project to create a dialogue between the old and the new.

The new design of the Murray retains the facade while upgrading other
aspects of the building and extending the life of the building by introducing new
functions appropriate for the changing demand of the city. A new frontage on
Garden Road has been created to reconnect the building with the city at ground
level. The Murray has received its hotel license in late November 2017 and is
scheduled to open within three months thereafter.

Other than The Murray, the “Conserving Central” initiative also comprises New
Central Harbourfront, PMQ (Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood
Road), Central Government Offices Complex, Former French Mission Building,
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Compound, Central Market and Central Police
Station Compound. For information about the “Conserving Central” initiative,
please visit: http://www.devb.gov.hk/en/issues_in_focus/conserving_central
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Heritage Meets Fashion at SCAD Hong Kong
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he Former North Kowloon Magistracy, a Grade 2 historic building, is now
home to the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) Hong Kong. On
11 January, the institute hosted the fourth annual SCAD Hong Kong Fashion
Showcase at its UNESCO award-winning campus. The show, curated by Mr.
Michael Fink, Dean of the SCAD School of Fashion, showcased the designs of
25 senior fashion students and recently graduated alumni from across the globe.

The show was attended by Mr. Edward Yau, Secretary for Commerce and
Economic Development, Ms. Guo Pei, renowned Chinese couturiere and VIP
industry representatives. It was held in recognition of SCAD students’ technical
and conceptual achievement in fashion.

Dr. David Pugh, Vice President for SCAD Hong Kong, said: “At SCAD, our
students are equipped with the tools to be visionary industry leaders of the
future. The inspiring students work on the Fashion Showcase 2018 catwalk
stands as testament to that.”

The Fashion Showecase highlighted the university’s commitment to professionally
nurturing young design talent and provided a high-profile platform for the best
talent from SCAD internationally. The students also gained first-hand experience
of running the show's backstage operations for this professional production.

The Former North Kowloon Magistracy was built in 1960 to handle minor offences
of the time. With the successive closures of the magistracies on Shanghai Street
in 1957 and on Gascoigne Road in 2000, it became the major court, handling
cases in Kowloon until the completion of its historic mission in 2005.

In 2010, under the “Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme”
of the Development Bureau, the magistracy was transformed into an institute
of higher education offering arts and design courses. SCAD Hong Kong received
an Honourable Mention at the 2011 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Culture
Heritage Conservation.

For information about SCAD Hong Kong, please visit: http://scad.edu.hk
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Talk on Preservation Issues about Tung Wah Coffin Home Archives
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The talk on “Preservation and Challenges: Tung Wah
Coffin Home Archives” was held at Sha Tin Public
Library on 10 February. The talk was part of a series
of “Tung Wah Archives and Early Overseas Chinese”
talks and roving exhibitions organized by Hong Kong
Public Libraries in collaboration with the Records
and Heritage Office of Tung Wah Group of Hospitals
(TWGHs).

Ms. See Sau-ying, Head of Records and Heritage
Office, TWGHs, spoke at the talk and she introduced
to the public the importance and conservation of
the Tung Wah Coffin Home Archives, as well as the
challenges facing ahead.

Since the mid-19" century, many Chinese people
travelled abroad to earn a living in the hope of improving
their lives, and most people wished to be buried in
their hometown after they died. TWGHs provided
bone repatriation services to fulfil the last wishes of
many overseas Chinese. Many records of this service
have been preserved, and today the archives yield
invaluable information for research on Hong Kong's
role in a global Chinese philanthropic network which
are world class cultural heritage unique to Hong Kong.

Through the talk, the audience learnt about the
important works of TWGHs in collecting and
maintaining comprehensive and organized historical
records relating to Tung Wah Coffin Home. These
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records shed light on different aspects of early Hong
Kong society, and also help to reconstruct the path of

HEENRLERTANEE Hong Kong's development at different point of time.
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About Tung Wah Coffin Home

Tung Wah Coffin Home was established in 1899 when the Government
granted land in Sandy Bay so that the coffin home could provide temporary
storage for coffins and urns waiting to be transferred either to the deceased’s
native homelands or burial places in Hong Kong. From the late 19th to early
20th century, Tung Wah Coffin Home also provided funeral arrangements for
overseas Chinese who died on ships and needed to transfer their coffins to
native homelands. Niches for urns have also been provided since 1974. To
cope with increasing demand, extensions and repair work were carried out in
1926, 1947 and between 2003 and 2004 respectively. The coffin home won an
Award of Merit at the 2005 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation.

The upcoming TWGHSs' talk “Conservation of Tung Wah Archives” will be held
on 10 March at the Kowloon Public Library. For more information on future talks
at public libraries, please visit: https://www.hkpl.gov.hk
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Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences Holds Talk

on Architectural Heritage
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For information about Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences, please visit:
http://www.hkmms.org.hk/en/home

he Tai Ping Shan area in Sheung Wan is one of the earliest developed areas

at the beginning of the colonial years in Hong Kong. Taking a walk in this
area, which is dotted with Chinese and Edwardian style buildings, allows us to
appreciate the city's architectural heritage and learn more about its history and
culture. The Edwardian-style Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences held a talk
on architectural heritage on 20 January. Architect Mr. Kevin Li, Board of Directors of
Hong Kong Architecture Centre, was invited to introduce the characteristics of the
Edwardian architectural style.

At the talk, Mr. Li talked about the key exterior features and design layouts of
Edwardian-style buildings, and compared the architectural elements of buildings
of this style in the city. The talk has successfully aroused the participants’ interest
towards heritage preservation. It was followed by a guided tour led by the museum
docents to share more about the architectural features of the museum’s main
building. Participants were able to obtain an in-depth understanding of this kind of
built heritage as well as the city’s history through touring around the site.
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About Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences
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Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences, a two-storey western-style
declared monument, was constructed in 1905. The building originally
housed the Bacteriological Institute, which was opened in 1906 to
prevent and cure the plague that was prevalent in Hong Kong in the
late 19" century. The institute was also the first purpose-built medical
laboratory in Hong Kong. After the Second World War, it was renamed
the Pathological Institute, and the building was used as a medical supply
storeroom by the Department of Health between the 1970s and the
1990s. In 1995, it was converted into Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Sciences. It opened to the public in 1996, showcasing the history and
development of medical sciences in Hong Kong.
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Exploring Hong Kong's Heritage at The Helena May

ituated in a distinctive heritage building in the heart of Hong Kong, The Helena

May has graced Garden Road for over 100 years. With the exterior of its Main
Building declared as a monument, this exclusive women's club stands out as a
superb example of the city's architectural heritage. On 3 February, The Helena
May arranged a free heritage tour to the members of Hong Kong Girl Guides
Association (HKGGA).

On the day, participants toured around the historic club building, which was built
in the Edwardian Classical Revival style with Beaux Arts, Barogue and Mannerist
features. They also had the opportunity to learn about traditional English tea and
dining etiquette. The collaborative relationship between The Helena May and
HKGGA started many years ago when the club’s basement was used as the drill
ground for HKGGA.

The Helena May plays an active role in reaching out to the community and
the public. The club regularly organises free heritage tours for primary and
secondary schools and different organisations. Complimentary public tours are
offered once a month on Saturday mornings. The public are welcome to visit and
appreciate the club’s living history and architectural features as well as to learn
about its services. The club also hosts charity bazaars and open day annually.

The Helena May was founded by Lady Helena May who was the wife of the
Hong Kong Governor Sir Henry May. The building was constructed in 1916 with
the financial support of Sir Ellis Kadoorie and Mr. Ho Kom-tong. It was originally
used as a hostel for single working European women but has accepted women
of all nationalities since 1985. The building was requisitioned and used as a
dormitory for Japanese soldiers during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945)
and was later used as the Hong Kong Public Library. Reopened in 1947 the club
now provides accommodation, catering, function rooms, and a library for its

IAFHXEELIREREBEE & FTLER members and guests.
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To learn more about The Helena May, please visit: http://www.helenamay.com
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