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10" Anniversary of the Establishment of the Commissioner
for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau
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Established on 25 April 2008, the Commissioner for Heritage's Office (CHO) just
entered its 11th year at the end of this month. CHO has been very active over the
past years, including the launching of a number of heritage conservation initiatives and
the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme, the support on the
preservation of privately-owned historic buildings by providing financial and technical
assistance to the owners, as well as the organisation of a series of publicity and public
education activities. In 2016, the Built Heritage Conservation Fund was set up to further
spearhead our heritage conservation work. Let's take a retrospective look on some of our
achievements and milestones over the past ten years:

Monument Declaration and Grading of Historic Buildings

At present, there are 117 declared monuments in Hong Kong. As at the end of March
2018, the Antiquities Advisory Board has confirmed the grading status of 1,435 historic
buildings.

Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme
(Revitalisation Scheme)

Launched in 2008, the Revitalisation Scheme invites non-profit-making organisations to
revitalise and adaptively re-use government-owned historic buildings in the form of social
enterprises and in an innovative way. To date, five batches of 19 government-owned
graded historic buildings have been included in the Revitalisation Scheme.
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Green Hub (Old Tai Po Police Station) Award Presentation Ceremony

Nine projects under Batches | and Il of the Reuvitalisation Scheme have
commenced operation, which include, under Batch |, the Savannah College of
Art and Design Hong Kong (Former North Kowloon Magistracy), Tai O Heritage
Hotel (Old Tai O Police Station), HKBU School of Chinese Medicine — Lui Seng
Chun (Lui Seng Chun), YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel (Mei Ho House), Jao
Tsung-l Academy (Former Lai Chi Kok Hospital), and “Fong Yuen Study Hall” -
Tourism and Chinese Cultural Centre cum Ma Wan Residents Museum (Fong
Yuen Study Hall); and, under Batch Il, the Stone Houses Family Garden (Stone
Houses), Green Hub (Old Tai Po Police Station), and Viva Blue House (Blue
House Cluster). Haw Par Music Farm (Haw Par Mansion), Hong Kong News-
Expo (Bridges Street Market) and Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
Institute for Leadership Development (Former Fanling Magistracy), all under
Batch Ill, will commence operation by the end of this year.

Since the introduction of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation
in 2000, a total of 18 heritage projects in Hong Kong have been recognised,
with five of them under the Revitalisation Scheme. Viva Blue House is the first
built heritage conservation project in Hong Kong to receive the top honour of
the Award:

e Savannah College of Art and Design Hong Kong (Former North
Kowloon Magistracy) - Honourable Mention (2011)
e Tai O Heritage Hotel (Old Tai O Police Station) - Award of Merit (2013)

e YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel (Mei Ho House) - Honourable
Mention (2015)

e Green Hub (Old Tai Po Police Station) - Honourable Mention (2016)
e Viva Blue House (Blue House Cluster) - Award of Excellence (2017)
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Financial Assistance for
Maintenance Scheme
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Financial Assistance for Maintenance Scheme (FAS) for
historic buildings

Introduced in 2008, FAS provides financial assistance to private owners of graded
historic buildings to carry out maintenance works. Starting from November
2016, the grant ceiling for each application has been increased from $1 million
to $2 million. The scope has also been expanded to cover non-profit-making
organisations leasing government-owned declared monuments or graded historic

| buildings. As at the end of March 2018, 54 applications have been approved, with
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the funding amounting to $55.6 million.

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA)

To ensure a balance between the need for development and
heritage conservation, project proponents and relevant works
departments for all new capital works projects are required to
consider whether their projects will affect sites or buildings of
historic or archaeological significance (collectively known as
“heritage sites”). If so, HIA will be required, and mitigation
measures should be devised.

As at the end of March 2018, 3,906 new capital works projects
have gone through the HIA mechanism, of which 54 have been
required to carry out full HIA to assess their impact on heritage
sites.

Privately-owned historic buildings

The Government has established an internal mechanism to
monitor any demolition of/alterations to declared monuments/
proposed monuments or graded buildings/buildings proposed
to be graded. Under the mechanism, the Buildings Department,
Lands Department and Planning Department will alert CHO
and the Antiquities and Monuments Office regarding any
identified possible threat which may affect privately-owned sites
of archaeological interests, monuments and historic buildings
that have been brought to the departments’ attention through
applications and enquiries received and in the normal course of
duty such as regular inspections. The two offices will approach
the private owners of historic buildings to explore conservation
options. On the premise of respecting private property rights, we
will offer appropriate economic incentives to encourage private
owners to conserve their historic buildings. In implementing this
policy, we aim to strike a proper balance between preservation of
historic buildings and respect for private property rights.

Without using public money, CHO has secured the agreement
of private owners to conserve their historic buildings through
preservation-cum-development approach by offering various
economic incentives such as relaxation of development parameters
such as plot ratio and building height, non-in-situ land exchange,
etc. These measures have been effective in preserving valuable
historic buildings including King Yin Lei, Jessville, the Clock Tower
of the CLP Administration Building, and No. 23 Coombe Road, etc.
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“Conserving Central”

Launched in 2009, the “Conserving Central” initiative comprises eight
innovative projects to preserve many of the important cultural, historical and
architectural features in Central. A number of projects have been completed.
The PMQ (Former Police Married Quarters on Hollywood Road) commenced
operation in April 2014, and the Main Wing and East Wing of the Former
Central Government Offices Complex have been used as office space for the
Department of Justice since 2015. The Murray hotel (Murray Building) opened
in January 2018 and Tai Kwun (Central Police Station Compound) is due to open
in phases beginning at the end of May 2018. The New Central Harbourfront
has also been enchanted with various mega-events and entertainments
taking place. The remaining three projects, including the Central Market,
Former French Mission Building, and Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui's Central
Compound, are in good progress.

Guidelines for Adaptive Re-use of Historic Buildings

To facilitate the adaptive re-use of historic buildings in accordance with the
building regulations, the updated version of the “Practice Note for Authorised
Persons and Registered Structural Engineers and Registered Geotechnical
Engineers on Conservation of Historic Buildings” (PNAP APP-69) was released
in January 2016. Separately, the “Practice Guidebook for Adaptive Re-use and
Alteration and Addition Works to Heritage Building 2012" has been updated
by phases since 2016. The updating exercise incorporates the experiences in
carrying out alteration and addition works to historic buildings in the past few
years, such as those arising from projects under the Revitalisation Scheme,
with a view to providing clearer and more concrete references to built heritage
practitioners and private owners of historic buildings. The first and second
phases of update of the Practice Guidebook were promulgated in July 2016
and December 2017 respectively.

Built Heritage Conservation Fund (BHCF)

BHCF was established in 2016 to, amongst other things, provide subsidies
for public education, community involvement and publicity activities, and
academic research. Two new funding schemes were launched in January
2017 for carrying out public engagement projects and thematic research on
built heritage conservation. In addition, certain existing government initiatives
and activities on built heritage conservation, including the Revitalisation
Scheme and FAS, are now covered by BHCFE We have also set up the Advisory
Committee on Built Heritage Conservation to advise the Government on the
operation of the Fund.
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s BHEEEEEKRHAMA: CHO has organised a series of publicity and public education
o IR activities since its establishment, including:
o MatE BERIES: e guided tours and open days at historic buildings;
o BHRBEREERFEL UK e roving exhibitions;
o RIUXYREBE (www.heritage.gov.hk) M HR R E e seminars, talks and workshops;

&A@l O&{L@Heritage) © e music performances and street carnival; and
BEHE RN YIREEE R EE B EE A A N FEE208 * heritage conservation website (www.heritage.gov.hk)
BoABERMERER T N ELEL BENESIHLE+EE and publication of the bimonthly newsletter
BMERn—E5Es Rif4ARREEX RS NELEE "7&{t@Heritage”
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He-E5FNA BRMemRNEERMEE [ XORRH o fF More than 2.8 million have participated in activities organised
BB HERTFES B FREMBREMAB - by CHO over the past 10 years. To celebrate the 10th
anniversary of CHO and the Revitalisation Scheme, a series
of programmes will be held. Heritage tours co-organised
with the Construction Industry Council has commenced in
April, to be followed by Heritage Fiesta 2018 in June and
July, and Open Days at King Yin Lei from June to December.
What's more, the annual signature event “Heritage
Vogue ® Hollywood Road” street carnival will return in
November. Please find out more details in the upcoming
issues of our newsletter.
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Heritage Tours to be Held from April to August
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(From left) Mr. José Yam, Commissioner for
Heritage; Dr. Francis Wong, Director of Hong
Kong Institute of Construction and Mr. David
Fung, Senior Manager, Community Centre
Services & Corporate Venture Services,

St. James' Settlement

To enhance the public and students’

understanding of Hong Kong's historic | 5 & EI&)HEME LT : Date and time of the tours are as follows:

buildings from the perspective of construction  B{FEREEH 4H228 (B) The Blue House Cluster, Wan Chai
techniques  and  craftsmanship,  the T3 E T Thk 22 April (Sunday) (3pm — 5pm)
Commissioner for Heritage's Office (CHO) : 4
of the Development Bureau and Hong Kong = #KIFEfE 5A278 (R) Mei Ho House, Sham Shui Po
Institute of Construction (an organisation T3 E N B 27 May (Sunday) (3pm — 5pm)
member of Construction Industry Council) e OldTai Po Police Station
join hands to hold a series of heritage tours BrAEE 6H16Eil (75) ¥ 16 June (Saturday) (2pm — 4pm)
led by construction craftsmen. i E N -

Lo PanTemple, Sai Wan
For tour registration, please visit BRSNS 7R (FBERELM) July (Details to be announced)

www.facebook.com/CICHK or www.cic.hk;

call 2100 9435 or email to heritage@cic.hk. ZHEE 8A (FHEMEAM) The Hungry Ghost Festival

August (Details to be announced)
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Heritage Fiesta 2018 Returns Earlier

[
B
HERITAGE
FIESTA

2018
1/6 - 31/7

he Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the

Development Bureau will move ahead the usual
schedule of Heritage Fiesta 2018 to the summer from
1 June to 31 July, featuring 16 graded historic buildings
and declared monuments that are related to serving the
community in Hong Kong.

The featured historic buildings will open their doors to
the public during specific hours and free guided tours
will be offered to enhance the public understanding of
these historic buildings. As in previous years, visitors
can collect special stamps at the historic buildings during
their journeys of heritage exploration.

This year, a number of historic buildings take part in
the event for the first time. They are Borrett Road
Office and Kennedy Road Office of Mother's Choice,
Bridges Street Centre of Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong Red Swastika Society Building, Hong Kong
Tuberculosis, Chest and Heart Diseases Association
Headquarters, Precious Blood Hospital (Caritas),
Race Course Fire Memorial, Tung Wah Coffin Home,
Tung Wah Eastern Hospital, and Main Block of Tung
Wah Hospital.

Pamphlets on Heritage Fiesta 2018 can be obtained
during the event period at participating historic buildings,
the Hong Kong Museum of History, the Hong Kong
Heritage Discovery Centre, the Hong Kong Science
Museum and the Hong Kong Space Museum in Tsim
Sha Tsui, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum in Sha Tin,
the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum in Mid-Levels, the Flagstaff
House Museum of Tea Ware in Central, the Museum of
Coastal Defence in Shau Kei Wan, temples under the

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, the Hong Kong Tourism
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https://www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events.htm

Board's visitor centres in Tsim Sha Tsui and at the Peak,
as well as at Hong Kong International Airport.

Details about Heritage Fiesta 2018 will be available from

end-May at: https://www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/
events.htm
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The participating historic buildings of Heritage Fiesta 2018 are as follows:
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(BREBRKNBREY) (BESNEESEEAR) (BRREEEYEFRRREN) Hong Kong Museum of Medical
Borrett Road Office, Mother's Choice Kennedy Road Office, Mother's Bridges Street Centre, Chinese YMCA  Sciences (Old Pathological Institute)
(Annex Block, Old British Military Choice (Montgomery Block, Old of Hong Kong (The Chinese YMCA of

Hospital) Victoria Barracks) Hong Kong Central Building)
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Hong Kong Red Swastika Society Hong Kong Tuberculosis, Chest (FIBERIRE) (LBERA)

Building and Heart Diseases Association Island House Conservation Studies Law Ting Pong Scout Centre, New
Headquarters Centre (Island House) Territories East Region, Scout

Association of Hong Kong
(District Office North)
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Main Block, Tung Wah Hospital Man Mo Temple Compound Po Leung Kuk Museum Precious Blood Hospital (Caritas)

(Po Leung Kuk Main Building)

RERBK BEABRLSE

?;‘%‘ﬁi—f BEE (% DHEESE)

Stewards High Rock Centre Tung Wah Coffin Home Tung Wah Eastern Hospital Race Course Fire Memorial
(Former Sha Tin Police Station)

HBRARNROARTATMELELRE LERSERNTA—RARREEEENXDER!
The public are welcome to visit these historic buildings during June and July. Don't miss the chance to learn more about Hong Kong's rich built
heritage with your friends and family!
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Blue House Cluster Receives Award of Excellence at UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation Award Presentation Ceremony

() BRBRERERHR BHEEHN AR [EABRMLEERER | TEZ
BEIEREAPEE LN EEREE[/L THRENBAG EREEHE
HITZEEETRZHERL BEESEAERLESHATRERSERREEL
REXAZESIEIATBERR
(From left) Mr. Michael Wong, the Secretary for Development; Dr. Duong
Bich Hanh, the Chair of Jury for the UNESCO Heritage Awards and the Chief
of Culture Unit, UNESCO Bangkok; Mrs. Carrie Lam, the Chief Executive; Dr.
David Li, the Chairman of the Executive Committee of St. James' Settlement;
Mr. Leong Cheung, the Executive Director, Charities and Community of The
Hong Kong Jockey Club and Prof. Lau Chi-pang, the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee on Built Heritage Conservation
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he Blue House Cluster has won the Award of Excellence in the 2017

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation.
This is the first ever built heritage conservation project in Hong Kong
to receive this top honour. The award presentation ceremony was
held at Ming Hua Hall of St. James’ Settlement on 6 April. More than
300 guests attended to witness this precious moment.

The officiating guests included Mrs. Carrie Lam, the Chief Executive;
Mr. Michael Wong, the Secretary for Development; Dr. Duong Bich
Hanh, the Chair of Jury for the UNESCO Heritage Awards and the
Chief of Culture Unit, UNESCO Bangkok; Prof. Lau Chi-pang, the
Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Built Heritage Conservation;
Dr. David Li, the Chairman of the Executive Committee of St. James'
Settlement; Mr. Leong Cheung, the Executive Director, Charities
and Community of The Hong Kong Jockey Club; Mr. Christopher
Law, the Chairman of the “Viva Blue House” Steering Committee;
Mrs. Margaret Brooke, the Chairman of the Heritage Hong Kong
Foundation Limited; and Ms. Xuan Simie, the representative of the
Blue House Resident Group.

In her speech, Mrs. Lam said the jury should have been impressed by
the diversity and depth of the community involvement delivered by
this project, including the establishment of the Hong Kong House of
Stories, the introduction of the Good Neighbour Scheme and the use
of the public open area as a vibrant social space to foster interaction
among the tenants and local community. She concluded that Viva
Blue House has not only conserved a cluster of historic buildings,
but also rekindled a strong spirit of care and share in the community.

Dr. Duong said the project's unprecedented civic effort to protect
marginalised local heritage in one of the world’'s most high-pressure
real estate markets. It is an inspiration for other embattled urban
districts in the region and beyond.

Dr. Li thanked the Development Bureau and different sectors of the
community for their support to implement the “Retain House and
Tenant” concept in the past 10 years. He encouraged the public to
share their time, skills and experience to conserve the community
way of living. He believed that this project can revitalise community
relationships and networks, and develop a community-oriented
mutual and sustainable economy.

The Blue House Cluster comprises three buildings built between
the 1920s and the 1950s, namely Blue House, Yellow House,
Orange House, as well as the adjacent vacant land. Under Batch |l
of the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme,
the Development Bureau partnered with St. James’ Settlement
to revitalise the cluster into Viva Blue House. This international
recognition affirms the concept of “Retain House and Tenant” and
community involvement during the process of revitalisation. The
project serves as an exemplary case for other revitalisation projects
in the old districts.

For details of the “Viva Blue House’ please visit:
http://www.vivabluehouse.hk/en/

FE R Photo Source:We BEEE = Viva Blue House
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