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Rock Carving at Cape Collinson in Eastern District, Yuk Hui Temple in Wan Chai
and Hau Mei Fung Ancestral Hall in Sheung Shui Declared as Monuments
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_EIKIRIEE/ATE Hau Mei Fung Ancestral Hall in Sheung Shui
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he government announced the declaration of rock carving at Cape Collinson

in Eastern District, Yuk Hui Temple in Wan Chai and Hau Mei Fung Ancestral
Hall in Kam Tsin, Sheung Shui as monuments on 25 October, 2019. This brings
the number of declared monuments in Hong Kong to 123.

The rock carving at Cape Collinson was newly discovered in October 2018. Located
on a cliff at Cape Collinson, it is the ninth ancient rock carving found in Hong
Kong. Its patterns, carved on a fairly flat weathered surface of a natural outcrop
composing of geometric and curvy designs, closely resemble those on Bronze
Age artefacts and the other eight rock carvings in Hong Kong, in particular the
rock carvings at Big Wave Bay and Tung Lung Chau which are in close proximity.
The other eight rock carvings had already been declared as monuments from
1970s to 1980s.

Yuk Hui Temple, also known as Pak Tai Temple, was built by local residents of
Wan Chai for the worship of Pak Tai, a deity representing the stars of the north
and a deity of the sea. The temple consists of the central main building and two
side buildings. The main building was built in the first year of the Tongzhi reign
(1862) of the Qing dynasty, and completed in 1863. The building attached to the
temple on the left was originally a communal hall. The building on the right was
formerly a school. The temple serves as an important historic landmark of the
early development of Wan Chai and an icon of the identity of the local community.

Hau Mei Fung Ancestral Hall was built at around the late eighteenth century in
Kam Tsin, Sheung Shui, to commemorate Hau Jui-fei, alias Hau Mei-fung (1634
- 1688), a student of the Imperial Academy, by his great grandson Hau Cheuk-
wan who obtained the degree of juren in the fifty-third year of the Qianlong
reign (1788) of the Qing dynasty. The ancestral hall represented the social and
economic status of the Mei-fung branch of the Hau clan. Since its establishment,
it has been mainly used as family ancestral hall for worshipping ancestors and
dealing with matters concerning the Mei-fung branch.
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Rock Carving at Cape Collinson
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Location Cape Collinson in Eastern District
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Heritage value:

e The rock carving is located on a cliff at Cape Collinson, about 11 m above
sea level; it measures about 160 cm in height and 260 cm in width, a size
similar to the rock carving on Tung Lung Chau, the largest rock carving
found in Hong Kong

e |t is in close proximity to two other rock carvings at Big Wave Bay and
Tung Lung Chau and their patterns share striking similarities, thus forming
a stylistic sub-group among the rock carvings discovered in Hong Kong

e |ts geometric and curvy designs resemble those on stamped pottery
and bronze objects of the Bronze Age unearthed in the territory, which
provides an important evidence to further suggest that the rock carving
date to Hong Kong's Bronze Age, which was about 3,000 years ago
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Yuk Hui Temple
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Year of completion 1863

Hh2k BlFERE

Location Lung On Street in Wan Chai
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Architectural features:

¢ The temple consists of the central main building and two side buildings, which are
vernacular buildings of Qing period constructed of grey bricks, granite and timber

e The characters “EES" inscribed on the granite architrave of the main
entrance were written by Zhang Yutang, the then Commodore of the Dapeng
Brigade stationed at Kowloon Walled City

e A large bronze statue of Pak Tai, which bears an inscription marking the thirty-
first year of the Wanli reign (1603) of the Ming dynasty, is enshrined in the
covered courtyard of the main building. The completion year of the temple was
inscribed on the ridge purlin of the entrance hall, which is rarely seen in the
traditional Chinese buildings in Hong Kong
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Year of completion Around the late
eighteenth century
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Location Kam Tsin in Sheung Shui
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Architectural features:

e The ancestral hall is a Qing vernacular two-hall-three-bay building with an
internal courtyard flanked by two side chambers with humpbacked roofs

¢ The stone columns and load-bearing grey brick walls with granite cornerstones
support the pitched and flush gable roofs; the rear hall is fronted by a porch
with humpbacked roof, which is rarely seen in the traditional Chinese buildings
in Hong Kong

e The decorative plastered relief and sculptures on the main ridges and wall
friezes are exquisite. Ornate wood carvings of auspicious animals, flowers,
geometric patterns and Chinese folk stories can be found at the timber
structures and the ancestral shrine
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Asia-Pacific Heritage 20/20 Forum — A Celebratory Event of UNESCO
Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation's 20™ Anniversary
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his year marks the 20" anniversary of the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation. Asia-Pacific Heritage 20/20 Forum, the award's key celebratory event,
took place on 14 October 2019 in Penang, Malaysia. Mr. José Yam, the Commissioner
for Heritage of the Development Bureau, together with other key institutions, thought
leaders and heritage practitioners in the field from other countries, were invited to
share views on heritage conservation at the Forum.

Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi, the Director of UNESCO Bangkok; Mr. Chow Kon Yeow, the Chief
Minister of Penang and Mr. Hamdan Abdul Majeed, the Executive Director of Think City
delivered opening remarks to kick start the Forum.

Mr. José Yam, the Commissioner for Heritage of the Development Bureau, was one
of the speakers at the panel session “From Blue Mansion to Blue House: the Evolving
Landscape of Heritage Conservation in the Asia-Pacific region from 2000 — 2019"
During the session, representatives of UNESCO Heritage Award’s winning projects
from Australia, Pakistan, India, Singapore and Hong Kong reflected on the impact of
the awards in their areas. Viva Blue House, the Hong Kong project winning the Award
of Excellence in 2017, was represented by Mr. Alfred Yeung at the panel.

The Forum also included a roundtable discussion themed “Strategic Alliance for
‘Culture, Heritage and Sustainable Placemaking’’, which looked into the relationship
between heritage and people, digital technology, empowerment, urban, social
entrepreneurship and nature. Projects from young professionals and current students
in conservation also presented their projects for an interactive discussion on emerging
challenges during the Heritage Clinic session.

The award's 20" anniversary celebratory event not only served as a reflection on the

achievements and lessons learned from the UNESCO Heritage Awards, but also to set
a vision for linking heritage with sustainable development in the next 20 years.
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Mr. José Yam, the Commissioner for Heritage of the Development Bureau (second left) and other speakers shared their views at the panel session
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Tai Kwun - Centre for Heritage and
Arts Wins Award of Excellence of

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for
Cultural Heritage Conservation

KEE — HEREIMEE
Tai Kwun - Centre for
Heritage and Arts
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The Mills
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Photo Source: Website of UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage
Conservation
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Mr. Cheung Leong, the Executive Director of Charities and Community of The

Hong Kong Jockey Club (centre) received the award from Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi,

the Director of UNESCO Bangkok (right). Mr. José Yam, the Commissioner for

Heritage of the Development Bureau (left) witnessed the presentation

t the Forum, the winning projects of 2019 UNESCO Asia-Pacific

Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation were announced.
Tai Kwun - Centre for Heritage and Arts was conferred with the
Award of Excellence. It is another built heritage conservation project
in Hong Kong receiving this top honour, after the Blue House Cluster
under the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme
(Revitalisation Scheme) of the Development Bureau in 2017

Mr. Michael Wong, the Secretary for Development, said, “The Central
Police Station Compound revitalisation project has spanned over
12 years from conception to completion. Through concerted efforts, this
much cherished heritage site has been turned into an iconic cultural
destination, where heritage, contemporary art and leisure elements are
creatively integrated for all to enjoy.”

Formerly the Central Police Station Compound, Tai Kwun — Centre
for Heritage and Arts is the largest heritage project in Hong Kong.
The project, a partnership between the Government of the HKSAR
and The Hong Kong Jockey Club under the initiative of “Conserving
Central’ involves the conservation and revitalisation of 16 heritage
buildings and the development of two new buildings to bring new
energy into Hong Kong's cultural scene. Mr. Cheung Leong, the
Executive Director of Charities and Community of The Hong Kong
Jockey Club, attended the Forum to receive the award and share
Tai Kwun'’s revitalisation experience.

The Mills, another Hong Kong revitalisation project that turned
the former textile mills into a destination for innovation, business,
experiential retail, arts, and culture, was conferred with the Award of
New Design in Heritage Contexts.

Established in 2000, the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation recognises and encourages private efforts
and public-private partnerships in restoring and conserving structures
and buildings of heritage value in the region. Since the launch of
these awards, a total of 20 heritage projects in Hong Kong have
been awarded, with five of them being run under the Revitalisation
Scheme. They are the Savannah College of Art and Design (Hong Kong),
Tai O Heritage Hotel, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, Green Hub, and
Viva Blue House.

For information about this year's winning entries, please Vvisit:
https://bangkok.unesco.org/theme/asia-pacific-heritage-awards
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Entries of Revitalised Historic Buildings Instagram Phot

chibition

é}ﬁ%ﬁ(*@{%’%éﬁré%E&%ﬁMﬁ 5HZE5H2H £l
2 "EESEESLInstagramBRLLE | 0 BRI
B TREMER ) MNMESRERBERSEMEKCERE -

MERBERZEMEIENBRT  BRFNEZEY
8~ D2 Place_ 3 ~ JTAITT ~ MR M2 BFE
% DIRERR - BBF s =B~ BT B
B tERBRERNAALBERE c RESBMEL
THEERT > BUAARBHE -

BT 15 H % e 4
Government venues and
shopping malls

8B7HZ1183H RABEERANESERER
7 August - Thematic Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong
3 November Heritage Discovery Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui

10828HE11A3H SRERREZEERES
28 October - Covered Piazza, Times Square,
3 November Causeway Bay
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Main Concourse, Podium Level 1, One
11 - 17 November . !
International Finance Centre, Central

12B18E31H BEAREBAE—BAE
1-31December Lobby, 1/F, Immigration Tower, Wan Chai

Public libraries
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Sheung Shui Public Library
Yuen Long Public Library

11B18E14H
1-14 November
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North Kwai Chung Public Library
Tsing Yi Public Library

11816HZE28H
16 — 28 November
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Lai Chi Kok Public Library
Ma On Shan Public Library

12B1HZE15H
1-15 December

BERALEER LEBALEER
Tseung Kwan O Public Library
Chai Wan Public Library

12H17HE31H
17 - 31 December

he Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau

organised the Revitalised Historic Buildings Instagram Photo Competition
from 5 April to 2 May. The winning entries of the “Best 11 Photos Award"” are
now being showcased in a roving exhibition held at various locations.

The roving exhibition has already visited various locations, including F11 Foto
Museum, D2 Place TWO, PMQ, Citywalk 2 and Plaza Hollywood, as well as public
libraries in Wong Nai Chung, Aberdeen, San Po Kong, Tung Chung, Tuen Mun,
South Kwai Chung, Ngau Chi Wan, and at Shui Wo Street in Kwun Tong. It will
continue to tour around the city, please feel free to drop by!
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San Po Kong Public Library
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Hong Kong Heritage Discovery Centre,
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www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events.htm

Tsim Sha Tsui

For more details about events organised by the Commissioner for Heritage's
Office, please visit: www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events.htm
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King Yin Lei Public Open Days from October to December
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www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events_59.htm
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ollowing the open days at King Yin Lei held on 19 - 20

October, the mansion once again will open its door from
16 to 17 November and from 14 to 15 December for the
public to appreciate its history and architectural features.
A limited number of admission tickets for the open days
in November and December are still available at the Hong
Kong Heritage Discovery Centre on a first-come, first-
served basis.

King Yin Lei was built in 1937 on Stubbs Road and was
originally named “Hei Lo" With its mix of Chinese and
Western architectural styles, the mansion represents
an earlier phase of Hong Kong history during which the
Chinese community rose in status and grew in wealth.

In addition to an on-site guided tour service, there will
also be antique furniture provided by the former owner
of King Yin Lei on display, documentary screenings on
restoration of King Yin Lei, as well as information panels
and artefacts showcasing the architectural characteristics
of the mansion before and after restoration.

For details about King Yin Lei open days, please visit:
www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events_59.htm
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Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau Relocated to Tsim ShaTsui East
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tepping into its twelve years, the Commissioner for Heritage's
Office (CHO) of the Development Bureau has just been moved
to the Empire Centre, Tsim Sha Tsui East in early September.

Established on 25 April 2008, the CHO has been very active over
the years, including the launch of a number of heritage conservation
initiatives and the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership
Scheme, the support on the conservation of privately-owned historic
buildings by providing financial and technical assistance to the owners,
as well as the organisation of a series of publicity and public education
activities. In 2016, the Built Heritage Conservation Fund was set up to
extend funding support to public education, community involvement
and publicity activities as well as academic research.

For more details about the CHO, please visit: www.heritage.gov.hk
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