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Closer Look on Declared Monument Bonham Road
Government Primary School
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The timber doors, timber/steel-framed windows with their ironmongery, and
cement tiles with terrazzo finishes are kept in very good condition

Al REET  BnEeRe Bl
N oM SIS BASEEER.
AR ERNEEEA AT L BRERS
B ARREE NSRRI —EERE
B RS EAEHERSHBEES
B BERBEM-FARBEERENES
SR o

BE80F

BEERESENIM0ER1941F AE B
BEZAHMSBER — BEERAMEBERL
ERE - RRHM BRER REWER
FOREES R E1946F =R - 211962
FEALPER BRREREHABTEHRXAK
BRAERER HER19MEERBEY
A 1973F TR B TRR%  RERE LR
ESENEERHBEERIENR EEEMR
1997 F HI AT BB BPr b 18 F KIWHFW
&oH2000F1 At EERSLEE—EHA
BRBE/NERE -

he white premises of Bonham Road Government Primary School feature a curved fagade.

Despite the simple silhouette, the aesthetic school premises are full of distinctive features.
Having once been the premises of a post-secondary college, this pre-war building is now home
to the Bonham Road Government Primary School and has all along been serving education
purposes. This July, the Government declared the school premises as a monument. Let's
learn more about the history and architectural features of this school building.

School premises with 80 years of history

The Bonham Road campus was built between 1940 and 1941 to serve as the old premises
of the Northcote Training College, the first full-time teacher training college in Hong Kong.
During the Japanese occupation period, the college was closed and the site was used as
the headquarters of the Japanese Military Police. In 1946, the college was reopened and
later moved to Sassoon Road in 1962. The Bonham Road campus was then used by the
United College of The Chinese University of Hong Kong until its relocation to Sha Tin in 1971.
Following the completion of its renovation in 1973, the Bonham Road campus was returned
to the then renamed the Northcote College of Education (NCE). The NCE used the site as its
sub-campus until its amalgamation into The Hong Kong Institute of Education and relocation
to a new campus in Tai Po in 1997. This historic building has been home to the Bonham Road
Government Primary School since January 2000.
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Road. The

ne Moderne building

The campus’ main building is a three-storey concrete structure with a basement.
Built on an E-shaped plan, it comprises a long centre portion and a wing on
each end with a symmetrical layout. The main building is a typical example of

Moderne architecture, characterised by curves and horizontal lines

and functionality with minimal ornamentation. The most distinctive feature of
the building is the central spiral staircase with a curved facade facing Bonham

timber doors, timber/steel-framed windows with their ironmongery,

cement tiles with terrazzo finishes, as well as timber floorboards inside the main
building are examples of historic building elements, and are kept in very good
condition.
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Built on an E-shaped plan, the school building comprises a long
centre portion and a wing on each end
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The spiral staircase inside the main building
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Main building’s basement once as
air-raid shelters

The campus has all along been serving education
purposes. At present, the trace of the name “Northcote
Training College” can still be identified on the facade
of the main entrance of the main building. Two air-raid
shelters, both with an airlock that could be used as a
means of escape, were built in the basement during
the construction of the main building. At present, the
shelters are used as a library and an activity room.
Air-raid shelters with this design are quite rare in the
existing historic buildings in Hong Kong.
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The two airraid shelters, built in the basement
during the construction of the campus, are now
used as a library and an activity room
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School endeavours to promote heritage conservation

The school has specifically incorporated elements about historic
buildings into its school-based curriculum, so as to strengthen the
conservation awareness of its students. The Foucault Pendulum,
named after the French physicist Jean Bernard Léon Foucault, is an
astronomical device installed during the construction of the school.
The pendulum hangs from the ceiling at the spiral staircase. Apart
from arousing students’ interest in physics, it also serves as a totem,
one of the campus artefacts properly preserved by the school. The
school has been teaching students to conserve heritage with care.
Students would, for example, use fishing line to hang notices or
students’ works at those windows with historic value, in order to
avoid damage on the windows.
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The Foucault Pendulum - an astronomical device

\




BTE T RFRPILRC SHE

THARAFEERREER2021ER

Declared Monument Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum
Launches 15" Anniversary Programmes and Fun Day 2021
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o celebrate the 15™ anniversary of the

Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum, a declared
monument, a series of public lectures and
workshops have been organised, including
the “History, Politics and Aesthetics of
Chinese Renaissance Architecture — It all
begins with Dr Sun Yat-sen” lecture on
23 October by Dr Lee Ho-yin, Associate
Professor, Faculty of Architecture, The
University of Hong Kong, as well as the
“Exploring the Neighbourhood of Kom Tong
Hall from the Historical Photos” lecture on
20 November by Museum Expert Advisor
Mr Cheng Po-hung. In November, four
workshops, namely the “Dr Sun Yat-sen
Cake Music Box Workshop” and “Stamp
Carving Workshop” have been conducted
with two sessions each.
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To further enhance public understanding of Dr Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary journey and the museum'’s history, a rich array of programmes
will be conducted through the Fun Day on 11 December. This includes:
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Quick Sketch x Dr Sun Yat-sen
® 12noon - 6pm

e Balcony, UG/F and
Exhibition Gallery, 2/F

e Quota tags will be distributed
15 minutes before the activity
commences
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Box Presentation: SYSM Gift Box-Making
Workshop

e 2pm-3:30pm/4pm - 5:30pm

e Exhibition Gallery, UG/F

e Prior registration is available,

please browse the museum website
for details
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“Bee” Friendly — Making a Honey Lipstick
e 17am - 1pm/ 1:30pm - 3:30pm /
4pm - 6pm
e Activity Room, 2/F

e Prior registration is available, please
browse the museum website for details
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Present Life of Kom Tong Hall - the Founding of the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum

e By Dr Joseph Ting Sun-pao, Adjunct Professor, Department of History,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

e 3pm-5pm

e Special Exhibition Gallery, UG/F

o IRIZHEE 30 (SLEILSE  mERNE) ¢ On-site quota: 30 (First come, first served)
o B BT HIZFA FRIFHEST e The lecture will be conducted in Cantonese and delivered in hybrid mode
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The application deadline for programmes open for prior registration is 7 December. The application form has been uploaded to:
https://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/sysm/en_US/web/sysm/fun_day_2021.html.
Places will be allocated by lot drawing if applications exceed the quota.

Yy - %


https://hk.drsunyatsen.museum/zh_TW/web/sysm/fun_day_2021.html
https://www.lcsd.gov.hk/CE/Museum/sysm/en_US/web/sysm/fun_day_2021.html
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https://hk.drsunyatsen.museum

About the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum

Built in 1914, the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum is situated at Kom Tong Hall,
which was named after its first owner Ho Kom-tong. As a younger
brother of Robert Ho Tung, Ho Kom-tong was a prominent businessman
and a well-regarded community leader and philanthropist. Ho's family

lived in Kom Tong Hall until they sold it to a merchant surnamed Chang
in 1960. One year later, it was sold to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In 2004,
the Government bought the building, restoring and converting it into today’s Dr Sun Yat-sen
Museum. The museum opened in 2006 and was declared a monument in 2010.

For more information about the Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum and its activities, please visit:

https://hk.drsunyatsen.museum

HRRR: BRILL S

Photo Source: Dr Sun Yat-Sen Museum
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Tung Wan Tsai North Site on Ma Wan Island Listed in
“China’s Top 100 Archaeological Discoveries of Past Century”
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Experts constructed
the bust of a
female early settler
in Tung Wan Tsai
North on Ma Wan
Island based on the
skeleton unearthed
from burial C7
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Burial C7 of Late Neolithic contained

a female skeleton of age over 40 and
burial items including stone slotted rings,
fishbone ornaments and pottery cauldrons
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Experts constructed
the bust of a male
early settler aged
between 30 and

40 in Tung Wan Tsai
North on Ma Wan
Island based on the
skeleton unearthed
from burial C81

t the third China Archaeological Congress held in

Sanmenxia, Henan Province in October this year,
the Tung Wan Tsai North site on Ma Wan Island in
Hong Kong was announced as one of “China’s Top
100 Archaeological Discoveries of Past Century".
Other archaeological discoveries on the list include
the Zhoukoudian site in Beijing, the mausoleum of
China’s first emperor, Qinshihuang, and the Nanhai
No.T shipwreck.

The archaeological excavation at Tung Wan Tsai
North was conducted by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office and the Institute of Archaeology
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences between
June and November 1997, in which prehistoric
cultural remains from the Middle Neolithic (c. 3000
B.C.), Late Neolithic (c. 2000 B.C.) and Early Bronze
Age (c. 1000 B.C.) were found. Nineteen burials from
the Neolithic and one burial from the Early Bronze
Age were unearthed, of which fifteen of them
contained ancient human skeletal remains. Burial
items comprising pottery wares with impressed
geometric patterns, polished stone rings and slotted
rings, fishbone ornaments and shell tools were also
unearthed. The experts identified that the human
skeletal remains bore general characteristics of the
Asian Mongoloid race and shared similar physical
characteristics with the late Neolithic skeletal remains
in the Pearl River region in Guangdong. The discovery
of the Tung Wan Tsai North not only provides valuable
information for studying the prehistoric period of
Hong Kong, but also helps establish the sequence of
prehistoric cultural development in the Lingnan area.

Selected archaeological relics unearthed at Tung
Wan Tsai North are now on display at the Hong
Kong Heritage Discovery Centre. Members of the
public are welcome to visit.
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Heritage Fiesta Cum Roving Exhibition 2021 Continues Until December
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resented by the Commissioner for Heritage's Office of the Development Bureau,

S| BOASRITUIUR & “Heritage Fiesta cum Roving Exhibition 2021" has been receiving an overwhelming

FENBRALULIEREARE R response from the public since its launch in September. The event provides an
opportunity for the public to appreciate historic buildings up close and learn more about
their background. The featured buildings include 10 revitalisation projects under Batches

EEZoRERBESHRE —FELEEE YHAER | to lll of the Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme, namely Tai
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O Heritage Hotel, Hong Kong Baptist University School of Chinese Medicine — Lui
Seng Chun, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, Jao Tsung-I Academy, Green Hub,
Stone Houses Family Garden, Viva Blue House, Hong Kong News-Expo, The HKFYG

Leadership Institute and Haw Par Music, together with PMQ, a project under the

“Conserving Central” initiative.
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Although the guided tours have been concluded, the roving exhibition will continue until 31 December. Check out the exhibition schedule in
December below and grab your last chance to visit.

REHH Date

Hith Venue

01.12 - 13.12.2021

FRENEL T EERER

Thematic Exhibition Area, G/F, City Gallery, Central

01.12 - 31.12.2021

BHENREBAE—ERE
Lobby, 1/F Immigration Tower, Wan Chai

02.12 - 16.12.2021

BB tEESE
Lockhart Road Public Library

ENKEER

Chai Wan Public Library

03.12 - 12.12.2021

MEERKESAERS

Covered Piazza, Times Square, Causeway Bay

18.12 - 31.12.2021

BRALEEE

Tsing Yi Public Library
TLEARN B EE

Yuen Long Public Library

HIREREF O~ H

One International Finance Centre, Central

TEENEEIS 5218 www.heritage.gov.hk/tc/whatsnew/events_62.htm
For details about the event, please visit: www.heritage.gov.hk/en/whatsnew/events_62.htm
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The YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel guided tour led visitors
around the Heritage of Mei Ho House museum
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Docent from the Hong Kong News-Expo briefed visitors
different themes and news events relating to Hong Kong
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Photo Source:

YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, Hong Kong News-Expo
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Phase One of the Restoration and Revitalisation Works of
Central Market Completed
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he Central Market, a historic building and one of the projects

under the “Conserving Central” initiative, has had its restoration
and revitalisation carried out by the Urban Renewal Authority. The
first phase of works has completed and is now open for public. The
revitalised Central Market provides over 100 leasable units for retail
and F&B, together with green open leisure space, and community
spaces for a variety of art exhibitions, performances, and cultural
activities, transforming the place into a “Playground for All".
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Retaining the original architectural elements and traces of history
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The terrazzo grand staircase connecting the upper and lower  The preservation team tried their best to preserve the stalls for each type
floors was one of the prominent architectural elements of the  of food, and a total of 13 stalls were retained

Central Market

ERRIRE T About Central Market
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Completed and opened in 1939, the Central Market is the fourth generation of the market designed by the Public Works Department.
During the Japanese Occupation, the Chinese name of the market was converted until name resumption in 1993. In 1994, part of
the Central Market was converted to the Central Escalator Link Alley Shopping Arcade which is the starting point of the Mid-levels
escalator system. In 2003, Central Market ceased operation. The architectural design of the Central Market, plain without unnecessary
decorations, is based on the function and activities of the market. It has rows of glass windows and prominent projecting horizontal
canopies highlighting the “Streamline Moderne” style.
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To know more about the historical story and activities details of the Central Market, please visit: A e 16, SOLICE:
www.centralmarket.hk Urban Renewal Authority
Eﬁﬂ%‘-% BB NEERREMEGSSE T B/ T7H701BZE  Unit 7018, 7/F, Empire Centre, 68 Mody Road, Tsim Sha Tsui East, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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