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SCAD Hong Kong as
Revitalisation Project Won
UNESCO Award

The revitalisation project of the former North Kowloon Magistracy was named an
Honorable Mention in UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Culture Heritage
Conservation in September 2011.

The decommissioned 1960's government building was given a new lease of life
through its revitalisation into the Hong Kong branch campus of Savannah College
of Art and Design (SCAD Hong Kong), under Batch | of the Revitalising Historic
Buildings through Partnership Scheme (Revitalisation Scheme) launched by the
Development Bureau in 2008.

SCAD Hong Kong is the first Revitalisation Scheme project to receive an UNESCO
award in heritage conservation. The jury commends the project as a demonstration
of the possibilities of adaptive reuse for public buildings of this typology, making
it a model for successful public-private cooperation under the framework of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region’s policy for retaining and optimising the
value of heritage buildings.

According to the jury’s commendation, the adaptive reuse of the former Maqistracy
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The original building fabric, such as flooring and railing, of the 1960’s
building is carefully conserved.
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The spatial character of the Magistracy building remains untouched.
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building.

the original finishes of the historically and aesthetically valuable structure.
The building’s original fabric and spatial character are retained while the
provision of educational facilities is allowed for through creative design.

The newly appointed Commissioner for Heritage, Ms. Vivian Ko, added,
“The accolade from UNESCO award to the SCAD Hong Kong project is
indeed a great encouragement to our incessant and dedicated work in
heritage conservation in Hong Kong. We hope this award could motivate
our community stakeholders to actively participating in our upcoming
Batch IIl revitalisation scheme projects.”

“SCAD's vision for the former North Kowloon Magistracy was to honor the
structure’s historic and cultural significance while updating it with leading-
edge technology to create inspiring learning and teaching spaces for SCAD
students and professors. Given SCAD's impressive record of revitalising more
than 100 historic facilities around the world, the university worked closely
with the Development Bureau on this revitalisation project with significant
features of the historic building conserved and restored. Environmentally
friendly features such as power efficient lighting systems, state-of-the-art
cooling systems and solar reducing technologies were also utilised in the
process.” John Paul Rowan, Vice President of SCAD Hong Kong said.

A courtroom and a cell are preserved, reminding of the old days at the
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Heritage e better pr
through adaption for everyday use

We refer to the letter by K. N. Wai (“Turn Central Market into a merchant marine museum to celebrate heritage”,
August 6). He believes that market would perfect for a museum “of merchant marine cum academy of art and
history, providing venues and channels for adult education in history and art.”

In Hong Kong, there still remains in some quarters a popular perception that heritage buildings should be treated
as monuments or archaeological relics. The perception is perhaps shaped by the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance (Chapter 53), enacted in 1976, which reflects the focus of one of the first international documents
on the conservation of built-heritage: the 1972 UNESCO Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage.

The ordinance’s focus is on monuments and archaeological sites, which generally carry such high historic, artistic
and educational values that they deserve to become public museums, as in the cases of the Forbidden City and
the Louvre. However, the focus in the conservation of built-heritage, especially that in the urban context, has
now shifted to sustaining living heritage valued by communities — ordinary buildings originally designed for
practical everyday uses.

For such buildings, such as shophouses, markets, police stations, police quarters and prisons, the design priority
was their functionality rather than their aesthetic quality. Over time, the public finds surviving examples of such
buildings appealing because they have become rarer as similar buildings have been demolished. The key to
conservation is therefore not to preserve these buildings as dead monuments or museums with limited appeal.
Their greater value lies in their on-going functionality. As such, they should be seen as urban resources that
need to be adapted for new uses that serve the needs of local communities. This continued relevancy is the key
to the sustainable use of such resources.

We are heartened that Hong Kong now approaches the conservation of such functional buildings through

adaptive reuse (termed “revitalization” in the government nomenclature). Such an approach is in keeping with

international best practice in conservation. For example, since 2008, English Heritage has been promoting

the concept of innovative adaptive reuse, under the term “constructive conservation,” which targets heritage

buildings of the functional variety. Quoting from its website: “The aim is to recognize and reinforce the '-
historic significance of places, while accommodating the changes necessary to ensure their continued use and

enjoyment.”

Lee Ho Yin and Lynne DiStefano
Architectural Conservation Programme
- 7 University of Hong Kong .
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* This article was first published in “Letters to Editors” in South China
Morning Post on 16, August, 2011 and is reproduced with courtesy of

the authors’ permission. This article has been translated into Chinese. If
there is any inconsistency or ambiguity between the English version and

the Chinese version, the English version shall preyail.
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Heritage
Conservation
Strengthened At
School Level
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teaching kit on heritage conservation for all secondary schools B - BT EEE - oo i
in Hong Kong in 2010. In supplementing the teaching kit, e LAWADEMENENG Wi s P A b '“"L'!'.E
guided tours will be organised for secondary schools students

!nnﬂ‘.mm-mn: Apphication
from October 2011 to January 2012, aiming to enhance the 1] 00

interactive learning opportunities on the subject.

B ot s ol E RS R R B Kenieeth Law, TS KL
B Telephone - 27802283 MM Fas 178

The tour routes cover selected historic buildings and declared
monuments featured in the teaching kit including King
Yin Lei, Haw Par Mansion, Man Mo Temple, Former North
Kowloon Magistracy and Mei Ho House.

Bl BZRERMEEE
Secondary schools are welcomed to apply for the guided tours.

The teaching kit on heritage conservation was produced in line with the implementation of the New Senior Secondary (NSS) curriculum in the
hope to broaden local students’ vision and thinking process. With heritage conservation policies and initiatives of Hong Kong as a foundation,
the kit aims at assisting the teaching staff to deliver the subject from diverse perspectives for the purpose of enlightening local students
towards heritage conservation.

The teaching kit and application form of the extension tours can be downloaded at CHO's website at http://Awww.heritage.gov.hk. For
any enquiry of and application to the tour, please contact Hulu Culture by telephone at 2780 2283, by fax at 2780 2293 or by email to
info@huluhk.org during business hours.
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Lommemorating the Centenary of
the 1911 Revolution

2011 marks the centenary of the 1911 Revolution. A series
of public educational activities will be showcased as a
memoir of the centenary in October by the Antiquities and
Monuments Office (AMO).

Guided tours for secondary school students to the
Residence of Ip Ting-sz and the fortified structure at Ha
Pak Nai in Yuen Long, both declared monuments, are part
of the highlights of the commemorative activities.

TEHRBE-
The fortified structure in No. 55 Ha
Pak Nei.

Ip Ting-sz (1882-1943) was a key figure among the overseas
Chinese participating in the revolutionary activities led by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen. His residence, built in 1908, was modeled
on Dr Sun Yat-sen’s residence in Cuiheng Village, Zhongshan that was blended with both
Chinese and Western architectural features in a symmetrical layout.

ThefortifiedstructureinNo.55HaPak Nei, builtaround 1910, was newly declared asamonument.
It was previously served as an operational base of the revolutionary movement a century ago.
As a place of refuge for the revolutionaries, it is the
only relic in Hong Kong left with solid evidence in
associating with the revolutionary movement under
the leadership of Dr Sun Yat-sen and his compatriots.

_*1:: Various themes of public lectures (in Cantonese) in
i connection to the 1911 Revolution will be kicking

BEUVEZEET)IHESER off on selected weekends in October and November
RE) T 536 E SEHEREEXY mxameE- from 3 p.m - 5 p.m in the Hong Kong Heritage
FEEERT The Residence of Ip Ting-sz Discovery Centre:

HHiDate #2 B Topic % & Speaker
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(2 #i7<Saturday) | Fortified Structure in Ha Pak Nai, Yuen Long and Dr. Lau Chi Pang, Co-ordinator, Hong Kong and

the 1911 Revolution South China Historical Research Programme,
Lingnan University
9/10/2011 EGNFR UEEEHPURE  FZEHEERE | FEPNARBELEREREARTHIEL
(£ #A H Sunday) Symbols in Revolution: From Huanghuagang to Dr. Ting Sun Pao Joseph, Adjunct Professor,

Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Mausoleum: Reflections on the

Department of History, The Chinese University of

22/10/2011

Centenary of the 1911 Revolution
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Hong Kong
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Ting-sz

(2 #i7<Saturday) | Political Comments and Images: 1911 Revolution in | Professor Chow Kai Wing, Department of History,
Newspapers Hong Kong Baptist University

5/11/2011 EEMAMENE L HEE Y HENSEIEERASTMEL

(2 87\ Saturday) | History and Conservation of the Residence of Ip Mr. Ng Chi Wo, Assistant Curator, Antiquities and

Monuments Office
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We welcome
your comments

Public are welcome to join these insightful events and admission is free. For details of the
commemorative activities, please visit the website of the Antiquities and Monuments Office at
www.amo.gov.hk .

BEBEXYREEESWEE Commissioner for Heritage’s Office, Development Bureau
HIREF KXE21#8 21/F Murray Building, Garden Road, Hong Kong

ZE B Email: wbeng@devb.gov.hk ¢ i Tel: 2848 6234
F M 9 #81E Our Homepage: www.heritage.gov.hk
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To subscribe to the online version of & {t @Heritage, please email to wbenqg@devb.gov.hk
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