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Chief Executive Donald Tsang (centre) officiates at the

opening ceremony of the Tai O Heritage Hotel.
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Tai 0 Heritage Hotel under
Batch | of R-Scheme Opens

The revitalised project of Old Tai O Police Station under Batch | of the Development
Bureau’s Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme has come into a
completion phase. The converted boutique hotel, the Tai O Heritage Hotel, has been
launched with an opening ceremony on 27 Feb 2012.

The opening ceremony was officiated by Mr. Donald Tsang, the Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and eight other prominent guests including
Mrs. Carrie Lam, Secretary for Development and Mr. Daryl Ng, Director of Hong Kong
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cultural tradition and give Hong Kong people and overseas
tourists an impressive experience.”

Confirmed as a Grade Il historic building by the Antiquities
Advisory Board in 2010, the Old Tai O Police Station, built in 1902, was
selected as one of the six projects under Batch | of the Development Bureau’s
Revitalising Historic Buildings Through Partnership Scheme and the scheme
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Former Explosives Magazine
Transformed into Cultural Centre

The historic Former Explosives Magazine in Justice Drive, Admiralty was given a new lease of life with its revitalisation as
the Asia Society Hong Kong Center, which opened in February 2012.

The former British military compound, built for storing and mixing explosives in support of the Victoria Barracks, comprises
three Grade 1 historic buildings: Magazine A and the Old Laboratory completed by 1868 and Magazine B with Traverses
(the large earth blast bunds separating the magazines for safety concern) completed between 1901 and 1925. The Grade 2
Barrack Block (Block GG) was believed to be built around the 1930s as an outpost station of the military cargo and explosive
depot.

The Victoria Barracks was vacated in 1979 and later redeveloped into the Hong Kong Park. The former Explosives Magazine
then became the workshops and storehouses of different Government departments. Block GG was subsequently used as
the Command Pay Office by the Royal Army Pay Corps., a maintenance contractor’s workshop and a store for core samples
by the Geotechnical Control Office.

The compound was un-used since the
1980s and was left in derelict conditions
until in 1999 when it caught the
attention of the Asia Society Hong Kong
Center, which proposed to revitalise the
site into a venue for the arts, culture and
education.

Works to transform the former Explosive Magazine into Asia Society Hong Kong Center began with an international design
competition. U.S.-based architects Tod Williams and Billie Tsein were selected to take on this technically-complex and
challenging project.

A zig-zagged footbridge connects the upper heritage part with the lower part of new architecture (called the Pavilion), a
solution both in response to the call for preservation of the flora and fauna of the site and in reaction to the surrounding
verticality. ‘We want to reveal the story of the place by enabling people not only just to see it, but to experience it. It is not
so much about the buildings but the context in which they sit. So, instead of competing with the typical verticality of Hong
Kong, we want to create a place of ‘silence’ with horizontality as the architectural language and using earthy material such
as stone, wood etc to create a sense of rich recessiveness’, said Williams and Tsein in a recent forum on the transformation
" e 5. & of the former Explosives Magazine.

Funded entirely by the private sector, the HK$400 million revitalisation
project received generous donations and contributions from local
and international individuals and organisations, including the Hong
Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust. The revitalised compound sees the
conversion of the Former Magazine A and B, previously used as for
storing ammunition, into the Asia Society Gallery and Miller Theater
respectively for a variety of creative programmes.

A permanent exhibition on the transformation of the Former
Explosives Magazine is housed in the Visitor Center in the Pavilion,
which entry is free. For information, please visit www.asiasociety.org.hk
orcall 2103 9511.




ANEXIBERNKE Open House of Tai O Heritage

sEnxrxmEssraaEn a5s Hotel
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228 o An open house was specially-arranged for members of the public to visit the Tai O
Heritage Hotel from 1 to 20 March, 2012, in celebration of the completion of the

BEEE20RANERLHEAGRBEEE i revitalisation project.
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5 guided tours were arranged daily for free during the 20-day period and quotas were
filling fast. More than 12,500 visitors were attracted to the site. Among the interested
visitors were overseas travelers as well as local residents of the Tai O community and the
rest of Hong Kong, many of whom just could not get enough of the place and returned
a few times a week. Some deliberately took a day off in order to join the tour.

BEBERENVE ETRANAEENE  The 1-hour guided tour highlighted the multi-layered and intriguing stories of the Grade
B ARERERE BIEEPNFERE - 2 historic building.
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¥ roject as a returnee to Hong Kong after
“The place is full of character, with the ‘ Riho, £ JI Ki . . ? hg h
historic building well-preserved while o] my fast W(.)r |ng"a55|gnm§nt orjc e Chap
complimented by exquisite décor and “Everything  blends in very Lap Kok Airport”, an English architect who
design: sl e e R T e ! well here, the architecture, the came with his wife to the hotel.

environment and the ambience.”
~  said Ms. Mak and Ms. But.
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“Wow! | can’t believe that the rooms of
the hotel were even shown to the public
for visit” one anonymous visitor on a
guided tour was so thrilled.

“1 always visit to Tai O for the Cantonese Opera
show and definitely would like to book a room
for a stay after the show as the room rate is really
attractive!” remarked by Mrs. Wong.
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2 pre-booked guided tours will be arranged daily from 31 March, 2012 onwards. For details, please visit the website of
Tai O Heritage Hotel at www.taioheritagehotel.com/eng/tour/hotel_tour.jsp or call 2985 8383.
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AEEEE - EPNRE - LA ELTEHETH RG] A total of 34 submissions were received for Batch Ill of the Revitalising Historic

¥R EERE - BB TEET IS R20128F Fth= kg Buildings Through Partnership Scheme (Revitalisation Scheme) which invited

E— TR proposals to revitalise King Yin Lei, Har Par Mansion, Bridged Street Market
and Former Fanling Magistracy. Assessment is underway and the first round of
assessment is expected to be completed by mid 2012.

iEMMmEIis s (F8) SCAD's photo book
=) ﬁ: i documenting the stories of
I iXE Sham Shui Po

E—HEAHE TR NEFRFEPR ' 2 The Former North Kowloon Magistracy is revitalised as the Hong Kong branch
EIERENLMEBMZE(FE)BRR - B2 campus of Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD Hong Kong) under
2010 R AR —ERNBE(HEEFE ' E Batch 1 of the Revitalisation Scheme. Since its commencement of operation
Mo IEIRKIS) B oeanr  ovap in 2010, SCAD Hong Kong has been working on
ARER FEHE “Tilting the Lens: Telling the Story of Sham Shui Po”,
RARRXMRBERME _a collaborative project drawn from students and
ZHIPRERKBER TILTING THE LENS faculty of photography, graphic design and historic
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BEYY EEMNN preservation at SCAD Hong Kong to document the

fEfMBIESENES architectural heritage, rich culture and cityscape of
3% B % AR A9 % BR 1R % ' the Sham Shui Po district. The publication is officially
TR-ERMAE - #H é : launched in February 2012.
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Secretary for Development, Carrie Lam, as
the guest of book launch.
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