9 ﬂ |

iJj' ‘
acesandPlaces

EEFEEBEPHIBF R Heritage Photo Exhibition

R | 110/2009

Ir"- :
IR S R ENR S il
—(EESEERFEEERREESNELRARE
B3SFEREMIRS - BREWNTAER BFEREREE
A special opportunity to visit historic buildings in Hong Kong
A photographic exhibition of heritage buildings and common
scenes unique to historic Hong Kong
Original photos taken 35 years ago, documenting the
architectural history of Central & Western District and Wanchai
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Since its establishment in April 2008, the Commissioner for
Heritage’s Office (CHO) has been actively building partnerships
with heritage groups and organisations to promote awareness of
heritage conservation and revitalisation. We are glad to invite the
Royal Asiatic Society (RAS) to work together on this heritage photo
exhibition, which celebrates not only our historic buildings, but also
the people and communities giving meaning to them.

The RAS photographic survey was initiated in May 1974 at the
suggestion of Mr. lan Diamond, the then Honorary Secretary of the
RAS (Hong Kong Branch). The survey covering Western District
and Mid-Levels was to last for nearly four years. The last batch of
photographs was taken in about 1978. The photographers, all
volunteers, came from both the RAS (Hong Kong Branch) and the
South China Athletic Association Camera Club. The Western
District and the Mid-Levels were selected as the first areas for the
survey due to the Government’s planned redevelopments.

The purpose of the survey was not to form a collection of old
photographs of Hong Kong, but to record architecture, activities
and common scenes, all of which were rapidly disappearing.
These things were familiar to those who lived there at that time but
would not necessarily have been seen as significant because of
their very familiarity. In the event, about 2,000 photographs were
taken, which included buildings, various structures, architectural
features, street scenes, customs, trades as well as people. Apart
from the obvious desirability of preserving a record of Hong Kong
in the mid-1970s, the survey team also anticipated that the
photographs would have a growing future value to researchers and
others interested in Hong Kong life. What had been recorded in
the photographs were not “the great and the good”, it was believed
that the total ensemble should be recognized including the less
significant vernacular architecture and the ordinary people.

The original intention was to survey other districts in addition to
Western and Mid-Levels, including Kowloon and even the New
Territories. However, the survey came to an end in the early 1980s
after a small number of photographs of Wanchai had been taken.
The significant commitment of time that the photographers had to
make combined with the fluctuations in the number of available
participants were probably the factors that saw the survey stop
short of the original goals. We are nonetheless indebted to their
efforts.

Now, thirty-five years after the first photographs were taken, the
true value of the efforts of the survey team can be fully appreciated.
Their work captured a built environment and way of life that have
passed into memory. The photographs shown here have not been
selected for their artistic merit although many qualify on those
grounds. Rather, they were chosen to highlight the important
features, be they buildings, streets, customs or trades. This
exhibition will allow all of us to appreciate what was lost —
sometimes deservedly, other times with deep regret — in Hong
Kong’s determination to embrace its future, not its past.

These photographs pay homage to what was and is unique,
beautiful, typical, quirky and ordinary both in terms of its built
environment and its residents. Some of it is still there but much is
not; these absences are recaptured in these images which may
serve to recreate our sense of place. As Shakespeare would have
it, “on your imaginary forces work” and help to keep this
fascinating, multi-layered scrap of land and life alive.
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Thematic Talks on the history of Central & Western District and
Wanchai will be organised during the exhibition period.

REAL - BAIERIES  BmANLE o
Free admission on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Programme is subject to change without prior notice.

H#A Date / BE &8 RS
BFRST Time Speaker Topic Language
9B12H (EHX) T #3918+ Dr. Joseph Ting R A R B R B AR [EREE
12 September (Sat) &F#wEE  exTNEs (F458) %% Early Development of Sheung Cantonese
3-4p.m. (1991-2003) RR&&EKEL  BESE  Wan and the Establishment of

X AZBEERLBERNTE Tung Wah Hospital

Scholar on Hong Kong history and

Honorary Fellow & Council Member

(1991-2003) of the Royal Asiatic Society

(Hong Kong Branch). Dr. Ting is currently an

Honorary Senior Research Fellow of the

Department of History, The Chinese

University of Hong Kong.
9H19H (28I7%) =Rsa5EAE Mr. Ko Tim-keung Blsh = rAEpiAy_ HIREE R EREE
19 September (Sat)  F#EHEE - 2XTMNSE (F55%) Sheung Wan and the Western Cantonese
3-4p.m. B3 (1998-2004) District before the Second World

Researcher on Hong Kong history and War through Historical Images

Council Member (1998-2004) of the Royal

Asiatic Society (Hong Kong Branch).
98268 (EH7X) BB+ Dr. Patrick Hase R EEE R G2y
26 September (Sat) F#wS% . 2xémMEE (F558) Historical Development of the English
3-4p.m. MEREAERERT  F8ELEyE  Central District

SA5ERAR

Scholar on Hong Kong history and

Immediate Past President & Honorary

Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society (Hong

Kong Branch). Dr. Hase also serves as

Honorary Adviser to Hong Kong Museum of

History.
10A3H (2H7X) 2| BEE L Dr. Lau Chi-pang AZEE S ISR EE R R [EEREE
3 October (Sat) HEALERRERF B LESREZE  The Beginning and Cantonese
3-4p.m. HHEEBES Development of the Hollywood

Assistant Professor of the Department of Road Antique Market

History, Lingnan University and Member of

Advisory Committee on Revitalisation of

Historic Buildings.
108108 (283/X)  BKkE%LE Mr. Raymond Fung R EZEEEFEANEREE [EERE
10 October (Sat) REERT  ELERRELENEEGER Understanding Western Cantonese

3-4p.m.

Architect and Member of Advisory
Committee on Revitalisation of Historic
Buildings.
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Thematic Talks are held in the Headquarters Block, Central Police Station Compound.

Historical Architecture in Hong
Kong from the Central Police
Station Compound
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